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1  Introduction  

 

1.1  Background  to the Draft Letterkenny Plan and Local 
Transport Plan 202 3-202 9 

The Draft Letterkenny Plan 2022-2028 is a land use plan for Letterkenny prepared in accordance with 
the Local Area Plan provisions of the of Sections 18-20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000(as 

amended).  The plan sets out an overall strategy for the proper p lanning and sustainable development 
of Letterkenny including detailed land use zonings and development policies and objectives framed 

within the wider context of the National Planning Framework (NPF), the Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategy for the Northern and Western Assembly 2020-2032, and the County Development Plan 2018-

2024(as varied) (the CDP) and other relevant national planning guidance. The plan will inter alia guide 

local authority development management decisions around the nature and location of new residential, 
commercial retail development and help guide public investment choices around urban regeneration, 

and new transport, water, wastewater, recreational infrastructure.    The plan replaces Letterkenny 
specific zonings, objectives and policies contained within Chapter 12, Part C of the CDP. 

1.2  Strategic Environmental Assessment  of the Draft 
Letterkenny Plan and Local Transport Plan 2023 -2029  

In summary Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a systematic and effective multistage process 
for ensuring that environmental issues are taken into account at every stage in the preparation, 

implementation, monitoring and review of plans, programmes and strategies. The preparation of an 
Environmental Report is a key part of this assessment process. In accordance with the SEA Directive 

this Environmental Report contains inter alia information on : the main objectives of the plan and 

relationship with other plan, the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment, the 
environmental characteristics areas likely to be significantly affected, existing environmental problems, 

relevant international  European and national environmental protection objectives, the likely significant 
effects of implementing the plan  on a range of environmental issues, measures to prevent reduce and 

offset significant adverse effects, information on alternatives, monitoring measures, and a non-technical 
summary.  It should be read in conjunction with the Stage 2 Natura Impact Report (NIR) for The 

Letterkenny Plan.  

 
The requirement for an SEA was introduced by Directive 2001/42/EC of the 27th June 2001 (ñthe SEA 

Directiveò) and Article 1 thereof set out the objective of the Directive as: 
 

ñto provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of 
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view 
to promoting sustainable development, by ensuring that, in accordance with this Directive, an 
environmental assessment is carried out of certain plans and programmes which are likely to have 
significant effects on the Environmentò.   
 

The former Department of the Environment , Heritage and Local Government (now Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage) in November 2004 issued guidelines for Regional Authorities 

and Planning Authorities on the implementation of the SEA Directive titled ñAssessment of the Effects of 
Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environmentò.  Donegal County Council (ñDCCò) as a Planning 

Authority is obliged to have regard to such guidelines in the performance of its functions and that 
requirement has been observed in the preparation of this Envi ronmental Report.   
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The SEA Guidelines outline the SEA process and set out the following requisite steps, as outlined in 
Table 1.1. 
  

Table 1.1 Steps in the SEA Processes for The Letterkenny Plan  

Screening of the Letterkenny Plan: Determines whether SEA is required for The Letterkenny 
Plan. 

Completed  

Scoping of the Letterkenny Plan: Consultation with Statutory bodies and other interested 
parties on the scope and level of detail to be considered in the assessment of the 
Letterkenny Plan. 

Completed  

Q2 2022  

Preparation of Environmental Report : An assessment of the likely significant impacts 
on the environment as a result of the implementation of The Letterkenny Plan. The 
Environmental Report is the output of this part of the SEA process 

Current Stage  

Consultation on the Letterkenny Plan and associated Environmental Report and Appropriate 
Assessment. 

To be 
Completed  

Publication of the Letterkenny Plan associated Strategic Environmental Assessment and 
Appropriate Assessment. 

To be 
Completed  

Preparation of an SEA Statement identifying how environmental considerations and 
consultation have been integrated into the Adopted Variation to the Donegal CDP in respect 
of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project.  

To be 
Completed  

 

1.3  Screening  the  SEA 

The first step in the SEA process was to óscreenô the draft Letterkenny Plan. However Article 14B of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) states that ñWhereé the population or the 
target population of a local area plan is 5,000 persons or moreéthe planning authority shallé prepare 
an environmental report of the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the local 
area planéò. Consequently, given that the population of t he Letterkenny Plan area is greater than 5,000 

persons there is no requirement for SEA screening as the SEA process must be undertaken.   The next 
step was to proceed to preparation of an Environmental Report.  

1.4  Scoping the  SEA 

As noted above, an SEA is required by reason of Regulation 14B of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended) and as the Letterkenny Plan is a local area plan for an area with a 

population greater than 5000 persons. 
 

Thus, and in accordance with Article 14D of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended) the following environmental authorities and planning authorities  were notified on 6th July 
2022 that an Environmental Report would be prepared and submissions in relation to the scope and 

level of detail to be included in said report were invited from same : 

¶ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

¶ Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) 

¶ Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) 

¶ Department of the Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources (DCCCNR)*   

¶ Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) 

¶ Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (DTCAGSM)*  which 

included the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Glenveagh National Park. 

¶ Sligo County Council 

¶ Leitrim County Council 

¶ Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (Northern Ireland).  

¶ Department for Infrastructure (Northern Ireland)  

¶ Fermanagh & Omagh District Council  
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¶ Derry City & Strabane District Council 

¶ Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council  
 

Submissions were received from the following consultees: 

¶ Inland Fisheries Ireland 

¶ Environmental Protection Agency 

¶ Geological Survey of Ireland 

¶ Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (NI)  Natural Environment Division 

¶ Fermanagh & Omagh District Council 

 

* Departments which have subsequently changed names 

These submissions are provided in Appendix A, and the issues raised are summarised in Table 1.2 

below. The comments received were taken on board in the preparation of this Environmental Report, 

where appropriate as appears from the responses in Table 1.2.  

Table 1.2 Submissions received from Consultees  

Ref  Submission by  Summary of Issues raised  Response  

1 Inland Fisheries 
Ireland  

¶ States that the IFI is a statutory authority  for 
the protection, management and conservation 
of the Inland Fisheries Resource and sea 
angling.   

¶ Notes the importance of compliance with the 
Habitats Directive the need for sustainable 
development in the inland fisheries resource.  

¶ Notes the importance of angling to the irish 
economy.  

¶ Recognises that the EU Water Framework 
Directive is a critical regulatory legislative 
provision and its objective to prevent further 

deterioration and enhance the status of aquatic 
ecosystem and associated legislative 
requirements.  

¶ States that the plan should give consideration 
to the 3 rd cycle River Basin Management Plan 
2022-2027. 

¶ Highlights that the plan must take account of 
climate disruption, the biodiversity crisis and 
possible mitigation measures.  

¶ States that potential negative impacts on 
aquatic habitats should be addressed and 
highlights a range of environmental pressures 
which should also be addressed.   

¶ Advocates a presumption against any instream 
interference.  

¶ Highlights the benefit of riv ers for the urban 
environment.  

¶ Concludes by stating inter alia that critical and 
sensitive habitats must be protected, all fish 
species and associated habitats require 
protection and management and a 
precautionary principle should be applied.   
 

Comments Noted.  This 
report will consider the 
potential effects of the 
Letterkenny Plan and 
Transport Plan on 
biodiversity (including fish 
species), water quality and 
designated aquatic habitat.  

2 EPA  ¶ Notes that the EPA is an SEA environmental 
authority which promotes th e full and 
transparent integration of environmental 
assessment into the plan and advocates that 
key environmental challenges are addressed.  

The comments and 
recommendations from the 
EPA are noted.  In the 
particular this report will 
have regard to the EPAôs 
SEA specific guidance and 
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Ref  Submission by  Summary of Issues raised  Response  

¶ Highlights the document: SEA of Local Authority 
Land Use Plans ï EPA Recommendations and 
Resources and suggests taking said document 
and associated recommendations into account.  

¶ Notes the PAôs determination that SEA is 
required.  

¶ Recommends that the plan should ensure that 
the plan is consistent with the proper planning 
and sustainable development, climate change 
objectives, the NPF and the NWRA RSES.  

¶ Highlights the EPA Report Irelands Environment 
and Integrated Assessment 2020.   

¶ Points to the SEA guidance and resources 
available on their website including topic 
specific SEA guidance.  

¶ Reference the SEA WebGis search and reporting 

tool which allows planning authorities to 
produce an indicative report on key aspects of 
the environment in specific geographic areas.  

¶ States that their WFD applications provides 
access to water quality and catchment data 
from the national WFD monitoring programme.  

¶ Notes that the EPA AA Geotool allows users to 
gather information on European sites.  

¶ States that prior to making an AA determination 
the PA should consult with the EPA, Minister for 
Housing, Local, Government and Heritage, 
Minister for Environment, climate and 
Communications, Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and marine and adjoining planning authority 
and copy of the SEA determination should be 
made available for public inspection.  

 

the resources highlighted in 
the publication SEA of Local 
Authority Land Use Plans ï 
EPA Recommendation and 
Resources.  In addition, this 
report will take into account 
EPAôs online datasets 
including EPA map viewer.  

3 Geological Survey 
of Ireland  

The submission inter alia: 
¶ Encourages use and provides references to GSI 

data sets and attaches a list of their publi cly 
available datasets. 

County Geological Sites  
¶ Notes that County Geological Sites (CGSs), as 

adopted under the National Heritage Plan, 
include additional sites that may also be of 
national importance.   

¶ States that Lough Swilly CGS is located in the 
vicinity of the Letterkenny Plan and provides a 
description and a proposed protection policy for 
same.  

Groundwater  
¶ States that proposed developments need to 

consider any potential impact on specific 

groundwater abstractions and on groundwater 
resources and recommends using the 
groundwater maps on the GSI map viewer.  

¶ Notes that the Letterkenny Plan area is 
underlain by aquifers classed as a óPoor Aquifer 
- Bedrock which is Generally Unproductive 
except for Local Zonesô and a óLocally important 
gravel aquifer.ô 

¶ Recommends use of the GSI groundwater 
viewer to identify areas of high to extreme 
vulnerability and rock at or near surface as well 
as any groundwater-surface interactions.  

The comments and 
recommendations from the 
GSI are noted.  The report 
will utilise the 
recommended datasets to 
assess the likely significant 
effects/interactions of the 
plan on/with the Lough 
Swilly CGS, local 
groundwater resources, 
geohazards (including 
areas of landslide 
susceptibility), geothermal 
energy and areas of 
aggregate potential.    
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Ref  Submission by  Summary of Issues raised  Response  

¶ Recommends use of GSIôs groundwater maps 
and data sets within the Letterkenny plan.  

Geohazards  
¶ Notes the risks of geohazards and highlights 

and the National Landslide Database and 
Landslide susceptibility map available on the 
GSI mapviewer.  

Geothermal Energy  
¶ Recommends use of GSIôs geothermal suitability 

maps.  
Natural Resources  
¶ Recommends use of their aggregate potential 

mapping viewer to identify areas which are high 
to very high aggregate potential.   

 
In addition, notes the availability of their 

geochemistry and geophysical datasets.  

4 Department of 
Agriculture, 
Environment and 
Rural Affairs (NI) 
Natural 
Environment 
Division 

Introductory Comments.  
¶ Agrees with the conclusions of the SEA report 

that SEA should be carried out.   
¶ Requests a clear statement indicating whether 

or not the implementation of the plan is likely to 
have a significant effect on Northern Ireland . 

¶ States that the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment should consider transboundary 
effects on Northern Ireland  sites.   

Natural Environment Division Comments   
¶ States that Transboundary issues arising from 

this plan should be considered as part of the 
SEA including potential disturbance to/impact 
on NI/RoI migratory/mobile species such as 
salmon within the River Foyle and Tributaries 
SCA and states that cross border sites, 
designated sites, NI European sites, priority 
sites, river basins and landscape types require 
special attention. Further sate that 
consideration should be given all potential 
impacts on NI habitats.  

¶ Highlights the DEARA NI protected sites viewer, 
NI environmental reports, regional landscape 
character map, and the status of habitats and 
species.  

Marine Fisheries Division Comments.  
¶ Highlights the UK Marine Policy Statement and 

the Draft Marine Plan for NI and the NI Marine 
Act. 

¶ Given the geographical extent of the proposed 
plan Inland Fisheries state that they are content 
that the potential impact of the  plan lies 
substantially outside their jurisdiction and the 
only section with potential to impact on  their 
interests is the N13 Road Improvement Scheme 
and any potential impacts lie within the 
jurisdiction of the Loughs Agency.   

¶ The water management unit states that the 
assessment should consider whether there are 
any potential transboundary issues which could 
arise from the plan in relation to water quality 
and the Water Framework Directive, notes that 

The comments and 
recommendations are 
noted.  This report will 
consider inter alia the 
transboundary effects of 
the Letterkenny Plan 
including effects on cross 
border and NI specific 
European sites, rivers 
basins and NI designated 
landscapes.   
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Ref  Submission by  Summary of Issues raised  Response  

cross border river basins require special 
attention and DAERA has published the Draft 
River Basin Management Plan 2021-2027 which 
should be considered.    

 
5 Fermanagh & 

Omagh District 
Council  

¶ Welcomes decision to carry out Environmental 
Assessment and state that FODC places great 
importance on conserving, sustaining, 
enhancing the natural environment .   

¶ Notes that the plan lies 15km from the FODC 
boundary and they therefore have no specific 
comments on the scope and detail within the 
Environmental Report.  

¶ However, makes a number of general comment 
namely: 

o Recommends DCC consult with the NI 
Environmental Agency within DAERA.  

o Consideration should be given to 
cumulative effects. 

o Ecological pathways and corridors 
should be considered.  

o Infrastructural connectivity is also an 
important factor in considering 
transboundary impacts.   

Comments Noted. DCC has 
consulted with DAERA as 
part of this SEA scoping 
exercise.  Furthermore, 
this report will give 
consideration to cumulative 
effects and ecological 
pathway and corridors.  

 
At a similar time informal consultation with a range of stakeholders occurred on a strategy for growth 

for Letterkenny (and as a precursor to The Letterkenny Plan).  This included workshops with the 
business community as well as representatives of community, cultural and social sectors, and meetings 

with key parties such as the Letterkenny Institute of Technology and large employers .  Written 

submissions were also invited from members of the public and prescribed bodies between 21st May and 
28th June 2018.  A report of the Consultation events provided a summary of the responses received and 

outlined subsequent actions for The Letterkenny Plan.  This included nine emerging Strategic Themes 
as follows: 

1. Sustainable Neighbourhoods 

2. Rebalance the footprint 
3. Regenerate and infill 

4. Choice in housing location & type 
5. A strong town centre  

6. Improve liveability through our natural assets  
7. Prioritise key physical infrastructure  

8. Plan for public transport 

9. Support economic development through placemaking 
Regard to the comments raised during these consultation events has been taken into account in the 

development of the environmental assessment of The Letterkenny Plan. 

1.5  Appro priate Assessment  

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild 

fauna and flora obliges member states to designate, protect and conserve habitats and species of 
importance in a European Union context. Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires that ñAny plan or 
project not directly connected with or necessary to the conservation of a site but likely to have a 
significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be 
subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the siteôs conservation 
objectives.ò  

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/viewdevelopmentplans/letterkennylocalareaplan/reportonconsultationeventsmayjune2018/Report%20on%20the%20Consultation%20Events%20of%20May%20and%20June%202018.pdf
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A Natura Impact Report (NIR) of the  Letterkenny Plan was completed in accordance with the 

requirements of Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (92/443/EEC), and in accordance with the 

requirements of Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act (2000), as amended. 

The NIR concluded that the proposed plan will not re sult in any residual adverse effects on any 

European Sites their integrity or their conservation objectives on its own and found no identified no 
residual cumulative impacts with regard to any European Site following the completion of Stage II of 

the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process in relation to the Proposed Variation. 

1.6  Checklist of Contents of Environmental Report  

Table 1.3 sets out the information to be contained within the Environmental Report as set out in 

Annex 1 of the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) and Schedule 2B of the 2001 Regulations and as per and 

indicates where in this Report each is included. 

Table 1.3 Checklist of Contents of Environmental Report  

Contents of Environmental Report  Section of Report  

(a) An outline of the contents and main objectives of 
the plan and relationship with other relevant plans.  

Section 2 ï Contents and Main Objectives 
of The Letterkenny Plan and Relationship 
with Other Plans. 

(b)  The relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan.  

Section 3 ï Relevant Aspects of the 
Current State of the Environment and 
Likely Evolution thereof without 
Implementation of The Letterkenny Plan. 

(c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to 
be significantly affected. 

Section 4 ï Environmental Characteristics 
of the Areas Likely to be Affected by the  
Letterkenny Plan. 

(d)  Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including, in particular, those 
relating to any areas of a particular environmental 
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to 
the Birds Directive or Habitats Directive. 

Section 5 - Existing Environmental 

Problems of Relevance to The 
Letterkenny Plan. 

(e) The environmental protection objectives, established 
at international, European Union or national level, 
which are relevant to the plan and the way those 
objectives and any environmental considerations 
have been taken into account during its preparation.  

Section 6 - Environmental Protection 
Objectives of Relevance to The 
Letterkenny Plan & Appendix A. 

(f)  The likely significant effects on the environment, 
including on issues such as biodiversity, population, 
human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic 
factors, material assets, cultural heritage including 
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape 
and the interrelationship between the above factors.  

Section 7 ï Assessment of the Likely 
Significant Effects on the Environment of 
Implementing The Letterkenny Plan. 

(g)  The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as 
fully as possible offset any significant adverse 
effects on the environment of implementing the 
plan. 

Section 8 - Measures Envisaged to 
Prevent, Reduce and as Fully as Possible 
Offset Any Significant Adverse 
Environmental Effects on the 
Environment of The Letterkenny Plan. 

(h)  An outline of the reasons for selecting the 
alternatives dealt with, and a description of how the 
assessment was undertaken including any difficulties 
(such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 
encountered in compiling the required information.  

Section 9 - Selection of Alternatives for 
The Letterkenny Plan. 
 

(i)  A description of the measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring of the significant environmental effects 
of implementation of the plan.  

Section 10 - Monitoring of Significant 
Environmental Effects. 
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Contents of Environmental Report  Section of Report  

(j)  A non-technical summary of the information 
provided under the above headings 

Section 11 ï Non Technical Summary and 
Conclusion  
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Figure 1.1  Infographic:  How this Environmental Report Works  
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2  Outline of the Contents and Main Objectives  
of t he Letterkenny Plan  and Relationship with 
Other Relevant Plans  

 

2.1  Outline of t he Contents and Main Objectives of t he 
Letterkenny Plan  

An outline of the contents and main objectives of the plan is set out in section 2.1.1 below.  The 
geographical scope/land use zoning map of the plan is detailed in Section 2.1.2.  The temporal scope of 

the plan is detailed in Section 2.1.3.  The relationship of the plan with other plans and programmes is set 
out in Section 2.2.  The legal status of the plan has already been set out in Section 1.1. 

2.1.1  Outline of Contents and Main Objec t ives   

Table 2.1  Outline of Content and Main Objectives  

Chapter  Objective  Ref.  Outline of Content or Objective  

The Letterkenny Plan 2022 -2028  

Section A - Context  

Chapter 1: 
Introduction  

N/A Sets out: the statutory context  of the plan, the public consultation 
undertaken, how environmental mitigation and climate change 
mitigation and adaptation measures were incorporated into the 
plan, how the plan fits within the spatial planning policy hierarchy 
including the settlement structure of the CDP 2018-2024(as 
varied).   

Chapter 2:  
Strategic  
Context and 
Growth 
Ambitions   

N/A Sets the broad strategic context and growth ambitions for the 
plan including: 
¶ Letterkenny is the key economic engine and strategic regional 

centre for the North West  and a key component of the North 
West City Region which is recognised in the NPF, RSES and 
CDP which collectively provide a strong support for an 
ambitious growth agenda for the town.  

¶ The NPF and the RSES assert that strong urban centres must 
be a key policy instrument for delivering regional parity.  

¶ The NPF recognises that the North West City region is 
essential to achieving the North Westôs potential. 

¶ Sets out strategic growth ambitions of increasing the 
population to 35,000 by 2040, and providing 5,000 -6,000 
additional jobs which must be complemented by making 
Letterkenny a quality place to live work and visit , building on 
existing assets and addressing deficiencies.   

Chapter 3:  
Climate Change 
and Compact  
/Su stainable 
Growth  

N/A ¶ Highlights National and regional policy requirements to 
achieve compact growth, urban regeneration, a low carbon 
society, sustainable mobility.   

¶ Climate change and compact growth agenda has been 
embedded in the plan preparation process.   

¶ States that by adopting these planning principles the plan 
aims to ensure that the town  develops in a fully sustainable 
fashion. 

Section B ï Strategy Development  
Chapter 4: Key 
Structural 
Issues  

N/A This chapter sets out the key structural issues which must be 
tackled within a new strategy for the growth of the town 
including: car dependency and the lack of sustainable transport, 
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Chapter  Objective  Ref.  Outline of Content or Objective  

non sequential development removed from the town centre and 

other services, the disconnection of the new town centre from the 
traditional town centre, road network deficiencies, lack of 
wastewater and poor water infrastructure south of the river  Swilly, 
along Port Road and in the Bunnagee area, flood risk particularly 
in the centre and town centre issues including car dominance, 
inadequate active travel and public transport, under provision of 
public realm and vacancy and dereliction.  

Chapter 5 : 
Development 
Strategy and 
Consolidation  

N/A Sets out how the key policy messages and underlying local 
considerations have been applied to arrive a strategic level plan 
including Compact Letterkenny including remaining development 
capacity within on the f ringes of the core and re-balancing the 
townôs footprint by facilitating development in the Leck/Scribbly 
area.  
 

Chapter 6 : 
Strategic 
Infrastructure  
Deficits  

Objective DSC1 To work strategically with other key stakeholders to deliver 
resolutions to the key infrastructural deficits constraining the 
growth ambitions for Letterkenny.  

Section C - Detailed Policy Chapters  

Chapter 7 : 
General 
Development 
Management 
Approach  

N/A  Sets out a general development management approach including 
Land Use Zoning Objectives and an associated Land Use Zoning 
Matrix  

Chapter 8: 
Economic 
Development 
and 
Employment  

Objective LK-ED-O-1 To build and strengthen Letterkenny as a key centre for economic 
growth across the sectors and as a university town commensurate 
with its Regional Centre status as provided for in the National 
Planning Framework. 

Chapter 9 : 
Town Centre 
Strategy  

Objective LK-TC-01 To strengthen the urban form of the town ce ntre so as to reinforce 
the town centre as a cohesive, attractive and high quality urban 
area that is attractive and safe for residents, visitors and investors 

and is a place where public life can thrive. 

 Objective LK-TC-02 To create a vibrant town centr e which is a multi -dimensional, 
inclusive and inviting place providing a mix of homes, jobs, services, 
amenities, facilities and experiences. 

 Objective LK-TC-03 To establish the town centre as a gateway for business and 
enterprise, leading and driving a strong economy in the North West 
City Region. 

 Objective LK-TC-04 To create sustainable and restorative environments where 
environmental assets are created and enhanced, and climate 
change challenges addressed, for the delivery of environmental, 
physical, social and economic benefits to the town. 

Chapter 10 : 
Housing  

Objective LK-H-O-1 
 

To ensure that an appropriate quantum and mix of housing types, 
tenures, densities and sizes is provided in suitably located 
residential areas and in appropriate brownfield/infill areas, in order 
to meet the needs of the population of Letterkenny, includin g the 
provision of social and affordable housing, student housing, 

traveller accommodation and appropriate residential care solutions 
designed for older persons and/or persons with disabilities.  

 Objective LK-H-O-2 
 

To secure the provision of all necessary physical and social 
infrastructure, inclusive of community, educational, health, 
childcare and recreational facilities, as appropriate, commensurate 
with the needs of new residential development  

Chapter 11 : 
Opportunity 
Sites  

N/A Describes and sets out policies for the specific opportunity sites 
zoned in the plan.  

Chapter 12 : 
Climate  
Adaptation and 

Objective CAM-LK-O-1 
 

To ensure Letterkenny transitions to a low carbon, competitive, 
climate resilient and environmentally sustainable settlement by 
2050, via the implementation of the polices and development 
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Mitigation  strategy of this Plan that, inter alia, seek to deliver compact grow th, 

integrated land use and transport, sustainable transport choices, 
renewable energy production, reduced energy consumption, 
enhanced ecological biodiversity and climate adaptation measures 
such as appropriate flood risk management, sustainable urban 
drainage systems and high quality place-making and design. 

Chapter 13 : 
Built and 
Natural 
Heritage  

N/A This chapter outlines the natural and built heritage assets within 
the plan area, sets out the general development approach to same, 
sets outs a policy to harness the potential of/manage development 
adjacent to the River Swilly/Estuary, highlights the recent 
developments in relation to, and positive contribution of, the 
Letterkenny Cathedral Quarter ACA.   

Chap ter 14 : 
Social, 
Community and 
Culture  

Objective LK-SCC-1: To deliver all social infrastructure (including, but not limited to, 
childcare and education facilities, healthcare, social, community 
and recreational facilities, parks and open spaces) necessary to 
support the growth of the Regional Centre; both in locations of new 
development and in existing, long-established areas where the 
need exists. 

 Objective LK-SCC-2: To support the development of cultural attractions and venues at 
appropriate locations in Letterkenny. 

Part B Letterkenny Local Transport Plan 2022 -2028  

Chapter 15  
Transport 
Policy 
Framework  

 Sets out the national, regional and local policy context including:  
¶ NPF:  National Strategic Objectives of compact growth, 

enhanced regional accessibility, sustainable mobility and 
transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society .  

¶ NDP:  TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal  
¶ RSES: Key Regional Policy Objectives for Letterkenny 

including delivery of the TEN-T PRIPD, Preparation of a Local 
Transport Plan for, the development of a integrated cycle 
network, delivery of a multi purpose transport hub within the 
town core, and a Letterkenny-Derry rail link feasibility study.   

¶ National guidance: Area Based Transport Assessment, 
Smarter Travel A Sustainable Transport Future, and the 
Climate action Plan 2021. 

¶ The Letterkenny Integrated Land Use and Transportation Plan 
2009 and the Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy.  

Chapter 16  
Key Issues 
and 
Underlying 
Factors  

 Sets out a number of key issues including Letterkenny is the 
primary urban centre in the County with a central geographical 
location and has severe strategic road inadequacies, significant 
sprawl, car dependency, limited public transport, but plentiful car 
parking.  

Chapter 17:  
Pre -Draft 
Public 
Consultation  

 Outlines the pre-draft public consultation undertaken including for 
both the Letterkenny Plan and the Local Transport Plan and key 
conclusions from same.  

Chapter 18:  
Challenges 
and Priorities  

 Sets out the strength, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of 
the town vis -a-vis transportation issues and resultant key priorities 
and ambitions.  

Chapter 19:  
Active Travel 
Strategy   

LTP-AT-O1: To provide for an increase in active travel through an expansion of 
the strategic, inter -connecting and permeability walking and cycling 
networks in Letterkenny.  

Chapter 20: 
Strategic 
Roads 
Strategy  

LTP-T-O-1 Should there be any ostensible or apparent conflict between, on the 
one hand, the Objectives, Policies and/or provisions of the Local 
Area Plan herein providing for the development of Section 2 of the 
TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal (TEN-T PRIPD) 
and, on the other hand, any other Objectives, Policies and/or 
provisions of the Local Area Plan, those Objectives, Policies and 
Provisions which provide for the development of the TEN-T PRIPD 
shall take priority over all or any other provisions of the Local Area 
Plan and any such other provisions or Objectives shall be read and 
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construed as subservient to and not in any material way 

contravening so much of the Objectives, Policies and provisions 
contained within this Plan as provide for the development of the 
TEN-T PRIPD. 

 LTP-T-O-2 To develop the Strategic Roads programme for Letterkenny. 

Chapter 21:  
Town Centre 
Strategy  

LTP-TC-0-1: To deliver a multi-functional, centrally-located regional transport 
hub for Letterkenny.  

 LTP-TC-0-2: To create a dynamic, connected and accessible town centre, 
anchored by a centrally-located local transport hub, enabling 
transitional shift to public transport, walki ng and cycling. 

 LTP-TC-0-3: To support the principle of the following projects and the 
incorporation therein of strong Active Travel measures: 
¶ Upper and Lower Main Street - Breathing new life into the 

Main Street through restoration, redevelopment and greater 
use and development of existing properties, in addition to the 
creation of new civic public space.  

¶ The Port and Pearse Roads - Transformation of these two key 
strategic arterial routes into town centre óBoulevardsô with 

clear integration, permeability and way -finding.  
¶ Town Square and Hub - Establishing a major new civic space 

as the go to focal point for the Town complementary to the 
existing Market Square with this new space potentially being 
located on Pearse road. 

¶ The LK Green Connect Project identified on the Land Use 
Zoning Map as an óIndicative Active Travelô route. 

¶ The Swilly Way 
 

Chapter 22:  
Public 
Transport 
Strategy  

LTP-PT-O-1: To deliver significantly enhanced public transport services and 
facilities for Letterkenny.  

 LTP-PT-O-2: To support the provision of rail links between Letterkenny and 
Derry, and Letterkenny to Sligo. 

2.1.2  Geographical Scope /Land use Zoning Map  

The geographical scope of the Letterkenny Plan is as established by the Donegal CDP 2018-2024(as 
varied) and includes the town of Letterkenny and the surrounding environs. The land use zoning map 

associated with the Letterkenny Plan is shown overleaf.  

2.1.3  Tem poral Scope  

The temporal scope of the Letterkenny Plan is the six- year period 2022 to 2028.   
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Figure 2.1: Land U se Zoning Map of the Draft Letterkenny Plan and Local Transport Plan 2023 -2029  

 
 






























































































































































