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0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report relates to the proposed construction of new shared walking and cycling active travel facility 
for approximately 1.2km alongside the N15 National Road between Lifford and Castlefin. 

Works will take place in the townlands of Townparks, Coneyburrow and Curraghlane in the Lifford-
Stranorlar Municipal District of Co. Donegal.  

This report provides a background to the proposed development, the nature and extent of the works 
being proposed and key features of the project.   

The report is prepared in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as 
amended). 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Project Background and Need for the Project 
Donegal County Council is seeking to establish a new shared use pedestrian and cyclist facility 
adjacent to the existing N15 National Primary Road at Lifford, to promote active travel journeys 
from residential areas to key education, employment, commercial, recreational, retail and tourist 
destinations. The aim of the project is also to infill a deficit in active travel cycle infrastructure 
between the completed Lifford to Strabane Greenway and the Lifford to Castlefin Greenway which 
is currently under construction. This will be achieved by the reallocation of road space to the active 
travel users and the upgrade of existing facilities. This will provide a continuous linkage between 
the population centres of Lifford and Castlefin and surrounding environs to the wider Northwest 
Greenway Network (NWGN), thereby supporting and enhancing the achievement of the NWGN 
objectives and other National and Local strategic policies. 

The purpose of developing a cross border network of greenways is to: 

• Bring social, economic, and environmental well-being to all 
• Construct significant stretches of greenway and cycling/walking routes 
• Encourage more people to walk and cycle as part of their daily routine (non-commute) 
• Invest in the wider economic and social infrastructure in the North West Region 
• Adoption and compliance with policies such as Active Travel etc 
• Improve safety for vulnerable road users and reduce their interaction with vehicular traffic 

 

The location of the proposed project (refer to Fig 1.1 below) is from the urban environs of the N15 in 
Lifford starting at the Lifford Roundabout travelling west to the 60kmph speed limit on the outskirts 
of Lifford. It will join with the Lifford to Castlefin Greenway at a controlled crossing. The route is 
approximately 1.2 kilometres in length and comprises of a mainly urban setting with predominately 
residential and business land use with some dispersed agricultural areas.  
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Figure 1.1 – Aerial view of location 

 
1.2 Project Specific Aims and Objectives 

The existing road network (N15) in the urban environs of Lifford has limited or no continuous facilities 
for vulnerable road users to travel (and cross) safely with adequate and appropriate separation from 
vehicular traffic. Facilities that do exist are of inconsistent width, construction make up, condition and 
are not available as a shared use area for pedestrians and cyclists. 

The lack of consistent facilities for vulnerable road users reduces social inclusion and limits the means 
of safer access to amenities within the urban areas of Lifford (and between Lifford and Castlefin and 
their surrounding rural communities). Investment in suitable facilities would play a strong role in 
improving living conditions in this area for vulnerable road users including people who suffer from 
mobility and sensory deprivation, connecting non-motorised users (NMU’s) to services, businesses, 
education, and work opportunities. 

Transportation Policy T-P-11 of the County Development Plan outlines that the appropriate 
development of affordable, multi-modal transport solutions that offer communities and future 
generations real transport choices such as park and ride; pedestrian and cycling; bus and taxi services; 
and ancillary infrastructure should be provided. 
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As a National Primary route, the N15 between Lifford and Castlefin experiences significant volumes of 
traffic with a high number of HGV journeys. There have been several recorded instances of accidents 
involving pedestrians in collision with vehicles. A review of RSA’s Collision Statistics identifies three 
minor injury accidents in 2006, 2010 and 2011 involving pedestrians being in collision with a vehicle. 
There is one serious injury collision involving a pedestrian in 2012. These are depicted in Figure 1.2.1. 
Overall collision statistics are depicted in Figure 1.2.2 and table 1.2.1. 

There is however anecdotal evidence to suggest that there have been further collisions on this stretch 
of road in addition to numerous near misses. In addition, many collisions (minor / no injury) involving 
pedestrians and cyclists remain unreported to Gardai. There are also unverified collisions between 
2016 & 2023 including fatalities. More up to date figures are unavailable from the RSA statistics due 
to GDPR issues. 

 

            
                Figure 1.2.1 – Verified RSA Collision Statistics for Pedestrians between 2005 & 2016 
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                Figure 1.2.2 – Verified RSA Collision Statistics for all road users between 2005 & 2016 

 

                   

                    
                           Table 1.2.1 - Verified RSA Collision Statistics for all road users between 2005 & 2016 

 

As the Lifford to Strabane Greenway is recently completed as part of the Northwest Greenway 
Network, this project forms a natural extension of same to provide an infill link to the under-
construction Lifford to Castelfin Greenway thus providing a broader scope for recreational and 
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commuter use in this region. The project specific objectives include those listed in paragraph 1.1 and 
below: 
 

• To further develop a cross border network of greenways that link people with places locally, 
• A reduction in CO2 emissions through reduced number of vehicle journeys 
• Widespread behavioural and attitudinal change in all targeted beneficiaries. 
• Provide increased active travel opportunities 

 

 

2 PLANNING POLICY DOCUMENTS, GUIDELINES AND LEGISLATION 

 

The following sections describe a non-exhaustive list of European, National, Regional and Local Policy 
Documents and Guidelines which contain clear policy objectives to promote and develop sustainable 
transport, active travel and cycling initiatives which directly support the development of cycling / 
walking infrastructure projects such as the development described in this report. 

 

2.1 European Policy and Guidelines 

‘Europe 2020 – A Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth’ puts forward three mutually 
reinforcing priorities for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Sustainable transport strategy is set 
out under the “sustainable growth” priority, through flagship Initiative: “Resource efficient Europe”, 
which supports a shift towards a resource efficient and low carbon economy.  

 

European Cyclists’ Federation’s EU Cycling Strategy: Recommendations for Delivering Green Growth and 
an Effective Mobility in 2030” is the result of a systematic review of all EU policies related to cycling.  
The central objectives of the plan are as follows: 

• Cycling should be an equal partner in the mobility system 
• Grow cycle use in the EU by 50% at an average in 2019/2020-2030 
• Cut rates of cyclists killed and seriously injured by half (in km cycled) in 2019/2020-2030 
• Raise EU investment in cycling to €3bn in 2021-27; and €6bn from 2028-34. 

 

2.2 National Policy and Guidelines 

 

2.2.1 National and Regional Policy Documents 
 
Project Ireland 2040 National Planning Framework and National Development Plan 2018-2027 

Project Ireland 2040 is the Irish Governments overarching policy initiative for the long-term planning 
of the State.  It is informed by the Programme for a Partnership Government 2016, which recognises 
that economic and social progress go hand in hand and is made up of the “National Planning 
Framework to 2040” and the “National Development Plan 2018-2027”. 
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National Planning Framework to 2040 

This is the Government’s high-level strategic plan for shaping the future growth and development of 
the country out to the year 2040.  It seeks to achieve ten strategic outcomes including the following 
which are relevant to the Lifford: 

• National Strategic Outcome 4:  Sustainable Mobility including an objective to “Develop a 
comprehensive network of safe cycling routes in metropolitan areas to address travel needs 
and to provide similar facilities in towns and villages where appropriate.” 

• National Strategic Outcome 8: Transition to a Low-Carbon and Climate-Resilient Society 
including developing metropolitan cycling and walking networks and Greenways. 

• National Policy Objective #46 includes the enhancement of “transport connectivity between 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, to include cross-border road and rail, cycling and walking routes, 
as well as blueways, Greenways and peatways.” 

 

National Development Plan 2018 – 2027 

The National Development Plan 2018–2027 is the most recent in the series of Government Capital 
plans adopted since 1988 and identifies the strategic priorities for public capital investment for all 
sectors to meet the strategic outcomes of the National Planning Framework. 

It includes as a “Priority Investment Action” the facilitation of Cross Border Sustainable Transport with 
the North West Greenway Network listed as a specific action. Investment in sustainable travel 
measures, including comprehensive Cycling and Walking Networks for metropolitan areas, and 
expanded Greenways is also identified as a priority in delivering a transition to a Low-Carbon society. 

 
Dept. for Transport, Tourism and Sport’s: “Strategy for the Future Development of National and 
Regional Greenways” 

Developed following an extensive national consultation process, this Strategy outlines the Irish 
Government’s objective to assist in the strategic development of Greenways to an appropriate 
standard in order to deliver a quality experience for Greenway users.   

The Strategy lists a number of National and Regional Greenway projects, including the North West 
Greenway Network, identified as the initial priorities for development.   

 

National Cycle Policy Framework 2009 

Ireland’s first National Cycle Policy Framework was launched in April 2009. It outlines 19 specific 
objectives, and details the 109 individual but integrated actions, aimed at ensuring that a cycling 
culture is developed in Ireland to the extent that, by 2020, 10% of all journeys will be by bike.  The 
NWGN supports the overall aims and objectives of the plan.  
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Regional Planning Guidelines (2010-2022) 

The Guidelines acknowledge that current cycling infrastructure in border regions is currently limited 
but outlines an aim to encourage greater shift to cycling/ walking by the promotions of the strategies 
outlined in the Smarter Travel Policy and the National Cycling Policy Framework as referenced above. 

The NWGN will support specific cycling and walking Policy INFP13 of the Guidelines which seeks to 
‘Promote and support cycling and walking within the Region, particularly within urban centres.’  

 

 

Tourism focused publications.  

There are a number of tourism focused publications related to greenways, but it is considered that 
Lifford to Castlefin Greenway will focus primarily on the provision of local amenity and Modal shift 
rather than an overall tourism offering. However, the provision of a high-quality walking and cycling 
link between Lifford to Castlefin will provide potential connectivity to wider future rural Greenways 
with potential to provide enhanced tourism and recreational amenity. 

 

Some of the tourism related publications are: 

• People, Place and Policy – Growing Tourism to 2025 (March 2015)   
• Fáilte Ireland Strategy for Development of Irish Cycle Tourism 2007 
• Fáilte Ireland Cycling and Activities Research, 2013 
• Realising our Rural Potential – Action Plan for Rural Development (2017) 

 

2.3 Local Policy Documents 

Donegal County Council Development Plan 2018 – 2024: 

Chapter 5 – Infrastructure, Section 5.1, Transportation: 

• Transportation Objective T-O-13: To support the development of new walkways, walking 
routes, trains, greenways, and cycleways that maximise the potential for local, regional and 
all-island walking and cycling networks. 
 

• Transportation Policy T-P-3: It is a policy of the Council to work in partnership with the 
Northern Ireland authorities to strengthen and improve existing cross border transportation 
links (including walking and cycling routes) to enable the targeted spatial and economic 
development of the North West City Region. 
 

• Transportation Policy T-P-11: It is a policy of the Council to facilitate the appropriate 
development of affordable, multi-modal transport solutions that offer communities and 
future generations real transport choices such as park and ride; pedestrian and cycling; bus 
and taxi services; and ancillary infrastructure. 
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• Transportation Policy T-P-24: It is a policy of the Council to protect established/historic railway 
corridors throughout the County primarily for strategic infrastructure provision (such as 
rail/road projects) and secondly for recreational development. Along these corridors other 
uses shall not be considered. Where these corridors have already been compromised by 
development, adjacent lands which could provide opportunities to bypass such an 
impediment and reconnect these routes for amenity purposes (walking/cycling) shall be 
protected for this purpose. However, in all instances, the over-riding objective shall be the 
provision of strategic infrastructure. 

 
• Transportation Policy T-P-35: It is a policy of the Council to encourage and facilitate joined up 

long distance walking and cycling routes and greenways for recreation and as alternatives to 
the car, particularly in rural areas, between settlements. Adequate car parking facilities shall 
be provided, where required, in association with any such developments. 

 
• Transportation Policy T-P-36: It is a policy of the Council to support and facilitate the 

maintenance, enhancement and expansion of the National Cycle Network. 

 

Chapter 9 – Tourism: 

Section 9.1.2, Objectives: 

• TOU-O-9: To support the development of new, and protect the functionality of existing, 
Greenways, walking and cycling routes as key components of an overall green tourism 
infrastructure and as standalone tourism products in their own right. 

 

The Donegal Local Economic & Community Plan 2016 – 2022: 

Volume 1, identifies ‘To develop Donegal as a Connected Place’ as a priority goal. 

Volume 2, sets out the Action Areas of the Plan and notes the following actions: 

• Section 1.9.1: To develop an integrated North West Greenway  
• Section 1.9.3: To identify a programme of walkways, cycleways and Greenways within towns 

and their hinterland, to enhance town centre connectivity, support regeneration of town 
centres and improve health and recreation opportunities. 

• Section 2.4.5: To develop an integrated North West Greenway (Walking, Trails, Cycling) as a 
key tourism project on a cross-border basis. 

• Section 4.4.16: To maximise health and wellbeing outcomes for communities in the proposed 
development of the North West Greenway and other initiatives involving outdoor spaces. 
 

2.4 Relevant Legislation 

Statutory approval for the scheme will be in accordance with the procedures identified in Part 8 of: 

• The Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended).  
• The Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended). 
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3 PROPOSED SCHEME 

 

3.1 Description of Existing Infrastructure 
These existing roads are active public highways. A brief overview of existing infrastructure and 
provision is as follows: 
 
Carriageways: 

All carriageways are fully paved with regulatory and warning signage throughout with existing road 
markings to the N15 and all side roads. The surface type of the roads vary between HRA, SMA and 
surface dressing. Residential / business accesses and agricultural entrances are predominantly 
asphaltic concrete and unbound stone respectively. The main N15 also has occasional grass verges 
or landscaped areas.  

 
Footpaths: 

The N15 is provided with footpaths to both sides within the urban area of Lifford terminating at 
the 60/100kph speed limit. These vary in width, condition, and make-up. There are no other 
existing pedestrian / cyclist facilities along the route with the exception of the two tie-ins to the 
Greenway Projects at both ends. 

 
Crossing points:  

There are 4 No. uncontrolled crossing facilities along the route at present. 
 
Public Transport: 

There are no formal bus stops on the N15 within the area under consideration. One informal bus 
stop is located at the layby at the entrance to the Conneyburrow Estate and the other informal bus 
stop is on the southern side beside Dalys shop opposite Lifford National School. No bus stop signage 
or bus shelters are currently provided at the locations.  

 
Lighting: 

There is existing public lighting within the urban area. Lighting is provided in the main by dedicated 
public lighting columns and by lighting standards co-located with electrical network poles. 

 
Drainage: 

Existing road drainage is provided along the extents of the N15 within the area of the proposed 
works via road gullies feeding into a public carrier drainage system with discharge into existing 
watercourses.  

 
Landscaping: 

Existing landscaping along the N15 and local connector access roads consists of grass verges of 
varying widths with some planting of trees and flower beds. The boundaries consist of timber 
fence, stock-proof fence, stone walls, mature hedging, open non-bounded areas and residential 
and commercial building lines. 
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3.2 Nature and Extent of the Proposed development 

The works proposed within the site extents will generally consist of utilising the existing footpath area 
and the reallocation of road space to accommodate a separation area, active travel facility and 
comfort verge to provide a minimum 3m wide shared-use path, with a bituminous surface to provide 
a high-quality finish for cyclists and pedestrians.  

The designs have been prepared with reference to relevant design standards and guidance 
documents, including the following:  

 

Title 
 

Published By 

National Cycle Manual 
 National Transport Authority 

Rural Road Link Design TII, DN-GEO-03031 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
Cross Sections and Headroom TII, DN-GEO-
03036 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Subways for Pedestrians and Pedal Cyclists 
TII, DN-GEO-03040 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Rural Cycleway Design (Offline) TII, DN-
GEO-03047 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Geometric Design of Junctions TII, DN-GEO-
03060 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 
 
Department of Tourism, Transport and Sport 
 

TII Pedestrian Crossing Specification and 
Guidance Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 

Local Transport Note 2/95  The Design of 
Pedestrian Crossings Department for Transport (UK) 

Traffic Signs Manual 
 

Department for Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
latest editions of relevant chapters 

Bus Stop Design Guide Roads Service UK 

Strategy for the Future Development of 
National and Regional Greenways Department of Tourism, Transport and Sport 

 
3.3  Principal Features of the project 

The principle features of the proposed scheme are as follows: 

Carriageways: 
The existing southern kerb line of the existing N15 carriageway will remain unchanged however, 
the overall carriageway width will be narrowed to 6.3m with the crown line and northern kerb line 
being relocated to the south. The ghost island and vehicle stacking entering Conneyburrow estate 
will also be retained. 

 
Footpaths: 

The existing southern footway will be retained in its current form with the only exceptions being 
at proposed crossings where appropriate crossing treatments will be applied. On the northern side 
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of the N15, the space provided by the narrowing of the road will accommodate a minimum 3.0m 
wide shared use pedestrian and cyclist facility. Any existing footways will be tied into with 
appropriate vertical and horizontal transitions to ensure a smooth movement from one facility to 
the other with adequate signage and tactile paving alerting the users of the change in use. 

 
Crossing points:  

There are 4 No. new mainline crossing points of the N15 proposed as part of this project. One of 
these will be a controlled crossing with all appropriate Push Button Units, aspects, signage and 
associated road markings located between Lifford National School and Lifford Community Centre. 
All other crossings will be uncontrolled and will vary in position compared to the existing crossings 
to maximise both visibility and desire lines. These crossing points will serve as safe access to cross 
the existing N15 and for onward journeys and appropriate destination points along the scheme. 
 
Crossings of side roads, private properties and commercial premises will be provided. Crossings of 
side roads (Local Roads), where possible, will be by way of a bend out facility for which the vehicular 
traffic will have the priority and will have sufficient stacking to access the N15. Consistent surface 
profile will be provided for pedestrians/cyclists and to highlight the crossing effectively to all users. 
 
Crossing of accesses will be by way of raised table ramps such that the level at which the 
pedestrians and cyclists travel at does not change unduly or sharply.  

 
Public Transport: 

The existing dedicated bus stop will be retained on the northern side adjacent to the entrance to 
the Conneyburrow Estate.  

 
Lighting: 

Existing public lighting along the N15 will be assessed for current and proposed needs in terms of 
compliance with safety standards. New lighting will be provided with the appropriate approvals to 
all crossing locations that traverse the N15 for road safety reasons. 

Drainage: 
The existing carriageway drainage will be retained and utilised in full. The northern road side gullies 
will be relocated and tied into the existing drainage network. Any drainage requirements from the 
active travel facility itself will be also tied into the existing network. 
 
It is not proposed to provide any culvert extensions or interferene with any streams etc as part of 
this project. 
 

Road markings: 
Appropriate road and cycleway markings in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual will be used 
throughout the scheme where required to clearly identify carriageways, priorities and turning 
movements. Junction road markings will be upgraded to reflect the change in layout. 

 
Signage: 

Where required, existing mainline directional and route confirmatory signage will be relocated or 
altered to accommodate the required active travel width. New signage provided will consist of 
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directional, warning and regulatory signage to give a clear understanding of cycleway and road 
layouts, crossing points and prevailing speed limits and user expectations. The sizing of all signage 
will be appropriate to the target road users. 

 
Landscaping: 

Grass buffers will be provided to the segregated active travel facility and will be low maintenance. 
Some localised removal of hedgerows, small trees, vegetation and lower branches may be required 
along the route to provide adequate head room for the new facility. 
 
As many existing mature trees as possible are to be retained. 
 
Details of proposed planting/landscaping scheme will be developed and agreed with Donegal 
County Council Roads Department in conjunction with landowner agreements and accommodation 
works 

 
Walls and Structures: 

Where land take is required, the walls and boundaries will be set back and replaced on a like for 
like basis. It is not proposed to introduce any structures as part of this project. 

 
Services:  

Localised relocation of service poles or pillars may be required where these are located along the 
route of the proposed greenway. All works will be agreed and carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the appropriate utility providers.  

 
3.4 Drawings Provided 

The following Part VIII drawings of the proposed development are included in Appendix A (Available 
as a separate booklet) 

Ref 
 

Title 

Site Location 
23-105-002 Site Location 
Site Location & Extents 
23-105-003 Site Location & Extents 
Scheme Proposals – Existing Layout 
23-105-004-AB Existing Layout – Sheet 1 of 3 
23-105-004-CD Existing Layout – Sheet 2 of 3 
23-105-004-E Existing Layout – Sheet 3 of 3 
23-105-006 Existing Cross Sections 
Scheme Proposals – General Layout Plans 
23-105-005-AB Proposed Layout – Sheet 1 of 3 
23-105-005-CD Proposed Layout – Sheet 2 of 3 
23-105-005-E Proposed Layout – Sheet 3 of 3 
23-105-007 Proposed Cross Sections 
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3.5 Road Safety Audit 

As per TII publication TII-GE-STY-01024 (Road Safety Audit), a Stage 1 Safety Audit has been completed 
as part of the Preliminary Design Report which will be submitted to the TII for approval as part of the 
preliminary design process. The Road Safety Audit was carried out by a qualified team of auditors to 
look at all aspects of road safety. All appropriate recommendations made by the audit team will be 
accepted by the designer and will be incorporated into the design for construction. The audit team is 
completely independent of the design process. A Stage 2 Safety Audit will then be carried out prior to 
the project advancing to tender award / construction. 

Furthermore, and in accordance with DMURS Standards, a Quality Audit was carried out on the 
project. This was carried out at the same time as the Stage 1 Safety Audit and the purpose of the 
Quality Audit aims to demonstrate that appropriate consideration has been given to all relevant 
aspects of the development in accordance with the guidance provided in the Design Manual for Urban 
Roads and Streets (DMURS) produced by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in June 
2019. All items identified in the Quality Audit will be incorporated in to the project at detailed design 
stage. 

    

4 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

An EIA pre-screening exercise was undertaken to determine if EIA is required for the proposed 
development as set out in the mandatory and discretionary provisions of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act) and as set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations, 2001 as amended (the Regulations). The proposed development consists 
of road construction works which do not exceed the threshold for Environmental Impact Assessment 
set out in Schedule 5 of the Regulations.  In accordance with Article 120(1)(b)(i) of those regulations, 
based on environmental assessments carried out and considering the nature, size and location of the 
development it is concluded that an EIA for the proposed development is not required as there is no 
potential for significant effects, including cumulative effects, on the environment. The EIA pre-
screening report is contained in Appendix B. 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was undertaken (on behalf of the respective 
Authorities) in accordance with the requirements of Article 6(3) and Article 6(4) of the EU Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC). This was undertaken in the context of the entire route (Including the N15 Lifford 
Active Travel Project scheme extents) between Lifford and Castlefin for the Lifford to Castlefin 
Greenway Project. The constraints study area along with a preliminary design was provided to an 
Environmental Consultant to inform the process. The Screening Report concluded the proposed 
development on its own, or in cumulation with other projects, will not have a significant effect on 
European sites. The AA Screening Report is contained in Appendix C. 
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5 CONSTRUCTION 

The construction stage of the scheme is likely to take approximately 4 months. The construction will 
be carried out on a phased basis and landowner access will be maintained at all times. No road closures 
will be permitted during the construction phase. It is proposed that the road will remain open to traffic 
at all times during construction. The majority of the work will be undertaken within the northern 
footpath and carriageway thus maintaining two-way traffic or short one-way shuttle systems if needed 
where the required working area encroaches onto the carriageway. Appropriate traffic management 
will be employed to ensure traffic disruption is kept to a minimum during construction.  

Kerb and gully works will require handling and lifting of large, prefabricated elements. The use of 
prefabricated units minimises the time required for works. The N15 provides suitable access for 
transportation of pre-cast elements to site. 

 

6 CONCLUSION 

The information contained in this report together with the drawings provided describe the nature, 
extents and principal features of the proposed works as required under Part 8 of the Planning & 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

The background of the proposed project and its associated aims and objectives have been identified 
in section 1.0 of this report. It has been outlined in Section 2.0 that the proposed scheme is consistent 
with European, National, Regional and Local Policy objectives. The potential environmental impacts 
arising from the works have been considered and it is concluded that construction works associated 
with the scheme will have no significant impact on the receiving environment if constructed in 
accordance with the proposed design and good practice.  

It is therefore concluded that the proposed development of a segregated shared-use active travel 
facility in the urban environs of Lifford is in line with proper planning and sustainable development of 
the area in which the project is proposed. 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, may 
be made in writing to The County Secretariat, Donegal County Council, Lifford, County Donegal, before 
4.00pm on 29th November 2023 as outlined in the public notices.  
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PART VIII DRAWINGS ARE CONTAINED IN SEPARATE BOOKLET 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

APPENDIX B – EIA PRE SCREENING REPORT 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 









 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

APPENDIX C – APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING REPORT 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



















































































 

 

Typical hedgerow and grassland field that separates the route from River Finn.  

  

 

Typical grass verge and hedgerow (54.82198, -7.49939). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pampas grass on the left of the road (54.822686, -7.497253). 

 

 

Himalayan balsam colony near Conneyburrow stream (facing north).  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Montbrieta colony at Wood (54.819223, -7.506060).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wide verges at Haw (Pattersons Kitchens) (54.816315, -7.511450) facing east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Small treatment plant at Unshinagh lower (54.812374, -7.520052).  

 

Japanese Knotweed under treatment at Unshinagh Lower (54.811618, -7.521682).  

 

 

 



 

 

Japanese Knotweed under treatment at Unshinagh Lower (54.811430, -7.521910). 

 

 

 

View of both locations of Japanese Knotweed from the N15 facing east: 54.811627, -7.521668. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Wide grassy verge at Churchtown (54.809456, -7.527618). 

 

View of River Finn at Churchtown (54.808708, -7.529994), 12 m from N15. 

 

 



 

 

Wide grassy verge at Ballybogan (54.809456, -7.527618). 

 

St Columbas NS Ballylast (54.804798, -7.537561) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mature trees at Ballylast (54.800793, -7.540953), the closest location to River Finn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Himalayan balsam colony at Ballylast 1st location (54.800715, -7.541085).  

 

 

Himalayan balsam colony at Ballylast 2nd location (54.800352, -7.541277).  

  



 

 

Mature specimen garden trees opposite mature trees (on the northern side of N15), Ballylast 

(54.800681, -7.541321), showing sufficient verge space for the Greenway on the northern side of the 

road (facing north). 

 

 

Same location as above facing east. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Closest location of N15 to River Finn (35 m on the right) at Ballylast (facing east) (54.797312, -

7.565230). 

 

Hedgerows at the approach of the crossroads between N15 and Urney Road at Cloghgin (54.800352, 

-7.541277).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Western red cedar tree line, as screening for the quarry at Cloghfin (54.794542, -7.558814). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wide verge at Magherareagh (54.798190, -7.568803). 

 

Gunnera spp. at Magherareagh, Cusheen (54.797312, -7.565230).  

 

 



 

 

 

Eastern approach to Castlefinn, showing treelines on both sides (facing west).  

 

Cycle path on northern side of N15 on approach to Castlfinn (facing east).  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Cherry trees, Castlefinn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Start/Finish at Castlefinn (facing east).  

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 6 – Description of the Works (Donegal County Council). 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WORKS  

Site and Function 

Site Location  

The proposed greenway is located between the urban areas of Lifford and Castlefin in County Donegal.  

Function of the Greenway  

The primary function of the greenway is to provide a safe and accessible pedestrian/cyclepath to 

improve safety for vulnerable road users and reduce their interaction with vehicular traffic along the 

N15 between Lifford and Castlefin. 

Site Description and Topography  

The area comprises mostly of a rural setting with dispersed rural housing, businesses and agriculture 

land use. The urban sections under consideration in this project comprise mostly of town or terraced 

houses with mixed business and retail units that are located in close proximity to existing pedestrian 

facilities or the N15.  

The terrain is typically good low-lying agricultural land, with mixed uses. The N15 national primary 

road traverses through the constraint area. The general topography north of the N15 rises steeply in 

places with unsuitable gradients in some locations, whereas the terrain south of the N15 is flatter but 

is low-lying and is prone to occasional flooding from the river Finn in some areas. It is considered the 

local terrain and topography in general is suited for this project. 

Structure and Aesthetics 

General Description  

The proposed greenway will be 6m wide overall consisting of a 3m wide pedestrian/cycling path with 

grass separation verges on either side. The pedestrian/cycling path will be constructed of a base layer 

of crushed stone with a macadam top layer to provide a smooth finished surface for users. Given the 

nature of construction and end-user requirements, the path will follow a relatively level route to 

ensure gradients are suitable. Ground excavation will be limited as the pedestrian/cyclepath does not 

require significant support to function as intended. Appropriately sized filter drains will be included 

where required for surface water management. Safety barriers (in compliance with DN-REQ-03034 

formally TD 19) may be required at some locations where the greenway is in close proximity to existing 

roads to ensure safety of greenway users along with pedestrian and cyclist guardrails. 

 

Aesthetic Considerations 

The greenway is located in a mixture of urban/suburban/rural areas and the aesthetic impact of the 

proposed structure will be considered accordingly in each area in regard to selection of landscaping 

and finishes. Greenways by their nature provide a functional yet attractive design.  

 

Construction and Buildability 

Access to the works area and construction activities shall be restricted to the working corridor along 

the route. The overall route will be divided into a series of works areas that will be constructed in 









 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

APPENDIX D – PLANNING SITE NOTICE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 





 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

APPENDIX E – NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
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