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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)
LETTERKENNY PLAN and LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2023-2029

MINISTERIAL NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE A DIRECTION TO DONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL,
20™ DECEMBER 2023

Take Notice that:

1. On 20" December 2023 the Minister of State for Local Government and Planning issued a
‘Notice of Intention to Issue a Direction’ to the Council under Section 31 of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000 (As Amended). The Notice advises of the Minister’s intention to issue a
direction to Donegal County Council to omit certain items contained in the above-noted Plan.
The Notice specifically cites the following:

The Planning Authority is hereby directed to take the following steps with regard to the Local
Area Plan:

(a) Delete the following zoning objective from the adopted plan, i.e. the subject land is
unzoned:

(i) PR 17 Glencar Scotch and Killyclug - i.e. the subject lands change to unzoned from
Primarily Residential.

(b) Reinstate the following zoning objectives and associated text to that of the draft plan:

(i.) MA30(B) PR12 Creeve —i.e. the subject lands revert to Local Environment and
Established Development from Primarily Residential

(ii) MA31 PR11 Killyclug - i.e. the subject lands revert to Local Environment from Primarily
Residential

(iii) MA34 PR2 Castlebane - i.e. the subject lands revert to Local Environment from
Primarily Residential

(iv) MAA44 Ballymacool —i.e. the subject lands revert to Local Environment from
Community and Education

(v) MAA42 — Bunnagee —i.e. the subject lands revert to Open Space from General
Employment and Commercial.

and apply all necessary consequential updates to the text of the plan consistent with the
foregoing.

2. The Minister’s reasons for the Draft Direction are as follows:



VI.

VII.

The Local Area Plan as made includes zoning objectives and material alterations to the
draft Local Area Plan, which zone additional residential land in excess of what is required
for Letterkenny as determined by the planning authority in the Local Area Plan in
accordance with the growth targets for Letterkenny under RPO 3.7.20 and RPO 3.7.23 of
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES). These zoning objectives and alterations
are located in peripheral and non-sequential locations, some of which are outside the CSO
boundary, and would encourage a pattern of development in particular locations which is
inconsistent with the objectives of the County Donegal Development Plan 2018-2024 to
implement a sequential approach to development (Objective UB-O-2 and Objective CS-O-
12) and RPO 3.7.22, RPO 3.1 and RPO 3.2 of the RSES for compact growth; would
undermine the achievement of the RSES ‘People and Places’ Growth Ambition; and
demonstrates that the Planning Authority has failed to have regard to the policy and
objective of the Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2022) issued under
Section 28 of the Act.

The Local Area Plan as made zones a circa 11.6 ha parcel of land for Community and
Enterprise, which zoning objective could accommodate a range of social, community and
education uses. The land is located in a peripheral location largely outside the CSO
boundary and in an area with poor accessibility. Furthermore, there are multiple other
suitable zoned sites closer to the town centre and in areas within safe walking distance of
local services and residential areas where such facilities could be provided. The material
alteration is therefore inconsistent with the objectives of the County Donegal Development
Plan 2018-2024 to implement a sequential approach to development (Objective CS-0-12),
to promote sustainable development and transportation strategies in urban and rural
areas (Objective CS-0-17), and the locational criteria for new social and community
infrastructure/service related developments (Policy CCG-P-1), and would undermine the
achievement of the RSES ‘People and Places’ Growth Ambition.

The Local Area Plan as adopted zones land for vulnerable uses within flood risk zone A
which has not been subject to and passed a plan making Justification Test. This zoning
objective is inconsistent with the County Donegal Development Plan 2018-2024, in
particular objective F-O-2, by not demonstrating a solid evidence base that the proposed
land use zoning objective will satisfy the sequential approach to flood risk management. In
this regard the Local Area Plan is not consistent with RPO 3.10 of the RSES and fails to have
regard to The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2009) issued under Section 28 of the Act.

The Local Area Plan has not been made in a manner consistent with, and has failed to
implement, the recommendations of the Office of the Planning Regulator under section 31
AO of the Act.

In light of the matters set out at I-1ll above, the Minister is of the opinion that the Local
Area Plan as made is inconsistent with the objectives of the Development Plan of the area.

The Local Area Plan as made is not consistent with the objectives of the RSES contrary to
section 19(2) and section 27(1) of the Act.

The Minister is of the opinion that the Local Area Plan as made is not consistent with the
objectives of the National Planning Framework, including National Policy Objective 33 and
National Policy Objective 57.



VIIl.  The Minister is of the opinion that the Local Area Plan as made fails to set out an overall
strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

IX.  The Local Area Plan is not in compliance with the requirements of the Act.

3. A copy of the Draft Direction may be inspected from 12" January - 25 January 2024 inclusive,
at the following locations:

(i) onthe Council’s website at consult.donegal.ie;

(ii)  at the following Council offices during normal office hours (9am-12.30pm, and 1pm-
4.30pm Monday to Friday:
e  Reception, Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford.
e  Letterkenny Public Services Centre, Neil T. Blaney Road, Letterkenny.
e  Milford Public Services Centre, Main St., Milford.
e An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) Public Services Centre, Gweedore Road, An Clochan Liath.
e  Carndonagh Public Services Centre, Malin Road, Carndonagh.
e Donegal Town Public Services Centre, Drumlonagher, Donegal Town and

(iii) at the library facilities in the County during their respective opening hours.

4. Written submissions or observations in respect of the Draft Direction may be made to the
Planning Authority in the following ways:

’

e By email to: letterkennyplan@donegalcoco.ie (please insert following in ‘Subject Title

bar: Letterkenny Plan)

e By post addressed to: Letterkenny Plan, Central Planning Unit, Donegal County
Council, County House, Lifford, Co. Donegal, F93 Y622.

e viathe Council’s online consultation portal at consult.donegal.ie

The deadline for submissions is on or before 4.30pm on 25 January 2024.

Written submissions or observations redacted for privacy purposes shall, save in exceptional
circumstances, be published on consult.donegal.ie within 10 working days of its receipt by the
authority.

5. The Chief Executive shall prepare a report on any submissions or observations received during
the public consultation period, and this report shall be furnished to the Office of the Planning
Regulator, the Elected Members and the Minister no later than 4 weeks after the public
consultation process is completed.

6. Written submissions/observations made to the Planning Authority within the above period shall
be taken into consideration by the Office of the Planning Regulator before it makes a
recommendation to the Minister on the matter.

Liam Ward,

Director of Community Development and Planning Services,
County House,

Lifford,

County Donegal,

F93Y622.
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