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1.0 Introduction 

1.1. Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre EV Charging Hub  

Donegal County Council, in collaboration with Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland (ZEVI), proposes to develop an 
Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Hub Pilot Scheme at the Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre, Teelin, Co. Donegal. The 
project forms part of a broader national initiative aimed at supporting the transition to low‑emission 
transport and enhancing the provision of high‑quality EV charging infrastructure at strategic rural and 
tourism destinations. 

Initial engagement between Donegal County Council and ZEVI focused on assessing the feasibility of 
delivering an EV charging hub at the Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre. Following site appraisal and an operational 
review, an area located in the north‑west section of the existing car park was identified as the most 
appropriate location for the proposed development. This area will accommodate eight EV charging bays, all 
designed in accordance with the ZEVI Universal Design Guidelines (UDG) for EV Charging Infrastructure, 
providing inclusive and accessible charging facilities. The location was selected having regard to accessibility, 
circulation requirements, servicing needs, and proximity to established visitor facilities. 

Subsequently, the project team, in collaboration with ZEVI, undertook a detailed review of available EV 
charging technologies, layouts, and configuration options. Multiple design alternatives were evaluated, and 
a preferred option was selected to minimise disruption to existing car parking operations and maintaining 
the overall functionality of the Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre. 

The proposed development will also include the provision of six new standard parking spaces, to increase the 
overall parking capacity of the Visitor Centre. These measures will improve the overall parking provision at 
the Visitors Centre while facilitating the installation of high‑quality and future‑focused EV charging 
infrastructure. 

The proposed development is to deliver a safe, accessible, and futureproofed EV charging hub that aligns 
with national climate action goals, supports sustainable transport, and reinforces the Sliabh Liag Visitors 
Centre’s role as a nationally significant, environmentally responsible, and strategically important tourism 
destination. 

The proposed development aims to: 

• Support the transition to low‑carbon and zero‑emission transport in line with national and local 
climate action policies. 

• Provide high‑quality EV charging infrastructure, including both rapid DC and standard AC charging, 
to meet the needs of local users and visitors at this key rural tourism destination. 

• The proposal ensures an inclusive and accessible design through the provision of eight EV charging 
bays fully compliant with the ZEVI UDG for EV Charging Infrastructure. 

• Enhance the overall attractiveness, functionality, and long‑term sustainability of the Sliabh Liag 
Visitors Centre. 
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• Encourage a shift towards electric vehicle use by improving charging availability and boosting user 
confidence, particularly at this popular rural tourist destination. 

• Maintain and improve overall parking capacity through the provision of additional standard parking 
spaces. 
 

• Contribute positively to the wider social, environmental, and economic objectives of Donegal County 
Council. 

 
1.2. Project Specific Aims and Objectives 

There is currently no publicly accessible Electric Vehicle recharging infrastructure serving the Sliabh Liag 
Visitors Centre or the wider Teelin area. Sliabh Liag is one of Donegal’s top destinations, attracting 
approximately 160,000 visitors per year, underscoring the strategic need for reliable, inclusive, and 
interoperable EV recharging at this site. 

The nearest recharging facilities are located 20 km away in Killybegs and 35 km away in Glenties, which limits 
visitor and community access to reliable charging and may discourage EV use to the location. The absence of 
inclusive, appropriately designed recharging points also limits equitable access for users with reduced 
mobility. 

The proposed EV Charging Hub Pilot Scheme addresses this deficit by delivering a local, convenient, and well-
designed recharging station at the Visitors Centre, reducing reliance on distant facilities and improving 
confidence for EV users travelling to the area. 

The development will provide a mix of AC and DC recharging to support a wide range of use cases including 
en route, destination and neighbourhood charging, including:  

• 1 No. 200kW DC charger, with dual CCS sockets 
• 1 No. 100kW DC charger, with dual CCS sockets 
• 2 No. 22kW AC chargers 
• New 190kVA grid connection 

The site layout and electrical capacity have been designed to accommodate future expansion, including the 
potential installation of additional recharging points as demand grows. As the proposed charging 
infrastructure exceeds the capacity of the existing visitor centre, a new connection will be required as part 
of the works to ensure reliable operation and appropriate futureproofing. The plan to use AC charging for 
lower‑power, long‑duration sessions and DC charging for higher‑power, short‑duration en‑route needs align 
with likely user needs at the site.  

The scheme will comply with the ZEVI Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure – Universal Design Guidelines 
as far as practicable, taking into account the physical constraints of the site, to ensure inclusive and accessible 
recharging for all users. In parallel, the car park reconfiguration will deliver additional standard parking 
spaces, improving overall parking capacity to accommodate seasonal peaks and support the safe and efficient 
operation of the Visitors Centre. 
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This Part 8 Planning Report provides an overview of existing site conditions, describes the nature and extent 
of the proposed recharging and parking enhancements, outlines the key design considerations informing the 
scheme, and defines the scope of the proposed works. 

 
Figure 1.1. Existing Layout of the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, Teelin, County Donegal 

Key objectives of the project are: 

• To provide locally accessible EV recharging infrastructure at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, reducing 
dependence on facilities located along national secondary routes and improving journey resilience 
for visitors on the Wild Atlantic Way as well as the local community. 

• To support the transition to zero emission transport in line with national and local climate action 
objectives, through the provision of AC and DC recharging points. 

• To deliver a technology mix comprising high power DC recharging (200 kW and 100 kW with CCS 
connectors) and AC recharging (2 × 22 kW) to meet enroute, destination and neighbourhood 
charging needs, with capacity for future expansion as demand grows. 

• To follow the ZEVI Universal Design Guidelines as far as practicable, ensuring inclusive access while 
recognising site specific constraints and operational requirements. 

• To ensure the proposed development is sensitively integrated within the existing car park, 
maintaining safe vehicular and pedestrian circulation and enhancing overall parking capacity. 

• To ensure the proposed infrastructure is durable, reliable, low maintenance, and cost effective over 
its lifecycle, representing best value for money. 

• To ensure the design and layout of the proposed development are aesthetically appropriate to the 
setting and that electrical infrastructure upgrades (including the substation upgrade) are delivered 
to appropriate standards to safeguard performance and resilience.  
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Figure 1.2. Proposed Layout of the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, Teelin, County Donegal 
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2.0 Planning policy documents, guidelines and legislation 

The following sections outline a non‑exhaustive list of relevant European, national, regional, and local policy 
documents and guidelines that establish clear policy objectives supporting the transition to low‑carbon 
mobility, the development of Electric Vehicle (EV) recharging infrastructure, and the delivery of sustainable 
transport systems. These policy frameworks directly support the provision of an EV Charging Hub at the Sliabh 
Liag Visitors Centre, recognising its strategic importance as a signature discovery point on the Wild Atlantic 
Way and one of Donegal’s foremost tourism destinations. 

The policies referenced provide a framework for the planning, design, and implementation of EV recharging 
infrastructure, including interoperability standards, universal accessibility requirements, climate action 
obligations, and principles for infrastructure delivery. Collectively, they reinforce the need to expand publicly 
accessible AC and DC recharging points, advance transport decarbonisation, and ensure that key visitor 
destinations particularly those along the Wild Atlantic Way are equipped with reliable, inclusive, and 
futureproofed sustainable transport infrastructure. 

 2.1.  European Policy and Guidelines 
 The Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation ‘(EU) 2023/1804 (AFIR)’ sets legally binding requirements for 
the provision of publicly accessible electric vehicle recharging infrastructure across all EU Member States. 
The Regulation defines minimum power‑output levels, interoperability requirements, and mandatory ad‑hoc 
payment options to ensure a consistent, reliable, and user‑friendly charging experience throughout the 
European Union. AFIR places particular emphasis on expanding high‑power DC recharging capacity and 
ensuring broad availability of accessible AC and DC recharging points in support of the EU’s wider 
transport‑decarbonisation objectives. 
 
Although Sliabh Liag lies outside the designated TEN‑T Core Network, the proposed development is fully 
aligned with the principles and technical expectations set out under AFIR. The project delivers a balanced 
combination of high‑power DC recharging points and AC destination chargers, providing publicly accessible, 
interoperable charging infrastructure consistent with AFIR’s technical standards. The installation of 200 kW 
and 100 kW DC charging units further supports AFIR’s objective of expanding higher‑power recharging 
coverage across the wider national and regional road network, thereby strengthening Ireland’s contribution 
to EU charging‑capacity targets beyond the TEN‑T corridors. 
 
2.2.  Programmes, National and Regional Policy and Documents 

Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland (ZEVI) Programme  

Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland (ZEVI), operating within Transport Infrastructure Ireland, provides national 
coordination, policy guidance, and funding support for the rollout of publicly accessible electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure across Ireland. ZEVI assists local authorities in aligning EV infrastructure delivery with 
EU and national policy objectives, including the requirements of the AFIR, and in expanding charging 
availability across both urban and rural locations. The programme aims to support the transition to 
zero‑emission transport by enabling the provision of reliable public charging infrastructure, strengthening EV 
accessibility in rural tourism areas, and contributing to the development of a cohesive national charging 
network capable of meeting future demand.   
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Project Ireland 2040 — National Planning Framework & National Development Plan 

Project Ireland 2040 supports the transition to low‑carbon mobility through its National Strategic Outcomes 
on Sustainable Mobility and a Climate‑Resilient Society. These priorities promote the shift from fossil‑fuel 
transport to zero‑emission alternatives and encourage the rollout of EV charging infrastructure to reduce 
emissions and improve air quality across both urban and rural areas. 

Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 sets Ireland’s legally binding target 
of a 51% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and a climate‑neutral economy by 2050. Local 
authorities prepare Climate Action Plans consistent with these carbon budgets, and the provision of public 
EV charging at Sliabh Liag directly supports near‑term transport‑sector decarbonisation in line with the Act’s 
requirements. 

Climate Action Plan 2021-2025 (CAP25) 

Climate Action Plan 2025 (CAP25) is the third statutory annual update under the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021. It refines transport‑sector measures required to stay within 
the legally binding carbon budgets for the 2021–2025 period and supports the national objective of reducing 
emissions by 51% by 2030. CAP25 places strong emphasis on accelerating the rollout of public EV charging 
infrastructure, including high‑power hubs and destination charging, and advancing the National EV Charging 
Network Plan. 

The proposed Sliabh Liag charging hub, comprising 200 kW and 100 kW DC chargers alongside 22 kW AC 
charging, aligns directly with CAP25 by improving rural destination and en‑route charging availability at a 
major tourism site, supporting the wider decarbonisation of transport and contributing to Ireland’s 2030 
climate‑action commitments. 

Tourism Policy Framework 2025–2030 

The Government’s Tourism Policy Framework to 2030 places sustainability and emissions reduction at the 
core of destination development, supported by actions and monitoring measures aimed at decarbonising the 
visitor economy. Installing interoperable and user‑friendly EV charging infrastructure at Sliabh Liag aligns 
with the Framework’s sustainability pillar and helps facilitate a shift toward low‑emission visitation at this 
high‑volume tourism site. 

Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 2023–2027 

Fáilte Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way Regional Tourism Development Strategy 2023–2027 emphasises 
sustainable mobility and better access to key visitor sites, including improved public transport links and the 
targeted provision of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points to strengthen the region’s sustainable transport 
offering. The Strategy highlights that growing the EV‑charging network will support visitor movement and 
enhance the Wild Atlantic Way’s reputation as a leading sustainable tourism destination.  

The Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre aligns directly with these goals, providing practical, low‑impact access 
infrastructure at a Signature Discovery Point while reinforcing the Strategy’s focus on sustainability, 
environmental protection, and improved visitor experience. 
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 EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022–2025 – ZEVI  

Ireland’s EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022–2025 sets out a national pathway for delivering a 
user‑centred, reliable and interoperable public charging network that stays ahead of demand, supports the 
Climate Action Plan goal of almost one million EVs by 2030, and ensures equitable access in both urban and 
rural areas. It identifies four key categories of home charging, neighbourhood, destination and en‑route. It 
highlights the role of destination charging at tourism and leisure sites as a critical component of the public 
network. 

The Strategy also states that rural and remote visitor locations, including areas with strong tourism activity 
require targeted public investment to ensure that communities without home‑charging options are not left 
behind during the transition, and that destination sites “such as visitor and tourist attractions” are 
particularly suited to AC or DC charging provision. 

Accordingly, installing publicly accessible EV charging at Sliabh Liag aligns with the Strategy’s objective to 
expand destination charging and improve access in rural, tourism‑dependent regions, helping deliver a fair 
and user‑friendly national network. 

National Road Network EV Charging Plan 2024–2030 - ZEVI 

The National Road Network EV Charging Plan 2024–2030 sets out Ireland’s pathway for a reliable, scalable 
EV‑charging network across TEN-T, national primary and secondary roads, recognising that high‑power 
en‑route charging at regular intervals is essential to support growing EV uptake and meet EU AFIR obligations. 
The Plan highlights the need for expanded, strategically located public charging infrastructure to ensure 
accessibility, driver confidence and equitable national coverage, including rural and remote regions.  

The Plan also emphasises the importance of delivering charging capacity at tourism and regional destinations 
connected to the national road network, ensuring that key sites remain accessible and attractive as EV 
adoption accelerates.  

While the Sliabh Liag visitor centre is not located directly on the national road network, it is in close proximity 
to the national secondary N56 and as such the pilot project aligns with this objective by providing 
appropriately designed EV‑charging facilities at a major visitor hub, supporting driver needs while enhancing 
sustainable access to one of Donegal’s premier attractions. This supports the Plan’s goal of expanding the 
public charging network to rural areas, improving journey reliability, and strengthening Ireland’s overall 
EV‑charging. 

Regional and Local EV Charging Network Plan 2025–2030 -ZEVI 

The Regional and Local EV Charging Network Plan 2025–2030 sets out a plan‑led approach to delivering 
destination and neighbourhood charging, ensuring equitable access to public EV infrastructure and alignment 
with AFIR targets and national climate policy. Local authorities are central to implementation, with 
responsibility for strategy development, site selection, and phased delivery based on their understanding of 
local needs and ownership of suitable sites.  

The proposed pilot project at the Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre is being advanced under this Plan and gives effect 
to its objectives by providing publicly accessible destination charging at a key rural attraction. The scheme is 
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intended to be delivered ahead of demand and designed to accommodate future capacity and grid upgrades 
consistent with the Plan’s emphasis on local, inclusive and future-proof EV infrastructure.  

Universal Design Guidelines for EV Charging Infrastructure (UDG) 

The ZEVI Universal Design Guidelines (UDG) provide national guidance to ensure accessible site layouts, 
charger design, user information, and wayfinding for all users, including those with reduced mobility or 
sensory impairments. At Sliabh Liag, the proposed layout delivers UDG‑compliant bays for both DC charging 
and AC charging bays. This approach implements the core principles of the Guidelines and improves equitable 
access to EV recharging at a busy rural attraction. 

2.3.  Local Policy Documents 

Donegal County Development Plan (CDP) 2024–2030: 

The Donegal County Development Plan 2024–2030 supports climate action and sustainable transport 
through clear policy direction, including the requirement (Chapter 4; Planning and Development Act Section 
10(2)(n)) for the promotion of sustainable transportation and low‑carbon mobility. The Plan explicitly 
recognises in Section 19.7.3 (Sustainable Mobility) that publicly accessible EV charging for visitors is “essential 
for sustainable private transport” and will be supported. Transport policies T‑P‑5 (facilitating off‑street EV 
charging) and GEN‑T‑P‑6 (facilitating public EV charging points at off‑street locations) further reinforce this 
commitment. 

The Sliabh Liag AC/DC charging hub directly aligns with these policies by providing supported off‑street public 
EV infrastructure that strengthens sustainable access to a key tourism destination. 

Donegal County Council Climate Action Plan 2024–2029 (LACAP): 

The Donegal LACAP 2024–2029 outlines statutory climate actions under the Climate Action and Low Carbon 
Development Act 2021, including strong commitments under the Transport theme to reduce vehicle 
emissions, promote modal shift, and “enable the development of a network of electric vehicle charging 
points” (Objective TR4). The Plan also includes a targeted action, TR4.2, to support the design and delivery 
of strategically placed EV chargers along key routes, in line with the EU Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 
Regulation. Complementary actions within the Built Environment theme seek to reduce emissions across 
infrastructure, integrate renewable energy, and improve climate resilience throughout public assets. The 
Sliabh Liag pilot directly advances TR4 and TR4.2 by providing strategic, publicly accessible EV infrastructure 
in a rural tourism location, supporting low‑carbon travel and measurable progress towards LACAP transport 
and emissions‑reduction targets. 

Donegal Outdoor Recreation Strategy 2023–2029: 

The Donegal Outdoor Recreation Strategy sets a countywide framework for sustainable recreation 
development, aligned with the National Outdoor Recreation Strategy, emphasising high‑quality visitor 
infrastructure, environmental protection, and support for local communities and the visitor economy. The 
proposed EV charging hub at Sliabh Liag contributes directly to these aims by enabling low‑emission access 
to a key outdoor destination and improving the sustainability and inclusivity of the overall visitor experience. 
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2.4.  Relevant Legislation 

Statutory approval for the scheme will be in accordance with the procedures identified in Part 8 of: 

• The Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended). 

• The Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended). 
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3.0 Proposed Scheme 

3.1.  Description of Existing Infrastructure 

The Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre offers visitor information, interpretive displays, café services, public toilets, 
outdoor seating, and staff assistance for route planning and visitor orientation. The main parking provision is 
located at the Visitor Centre, forming the primary arrival point for most visitors. The Transportation Hub Car 
Park accommodates 76 car parking spaces, including 5 accessible bays, along with 5 coach parking bays. This 
car park is integrated with the site’s seasonal shuttle bus service, which transports visitors from the Centre 
to the viewing area, reducing congestion on the upper access route. Overall, the existing facilities provide a 
structured, high‑quality visitor experience centred on sustainable, controlled access to the cliffs. 

 

Figure 1.3. Aerial view Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, Teelin, County Donegal 

Pedestrian movement: 

Pedestrian movement within and around the Visitor Centre car park is facilitated through defined footpaths 
that link the parking bays to the shuttle bus loading area and key wayfinding points. 

• Footways within the car park provide safe pedestrian segregation from vehicular movements. 

• These pathways connect directly to the Visitor Centre facilities and shuttle waiting zones, ensuring 
clear and convenient pedestrian circulation. 

• The footpath widths are suitable for accessible use, taking account of the five designated disabled 
parking spaces and the high levels of pedestrian activity experienced during peak visitor periods. 
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Figure 1.4.  Pedestrian crossing at Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, Teelin, County Donegal 

Crossing Points: 

A pedestrian zebra crossing is in the central area of the visitor centre car park, providing linkage between 
parking spaces, pedestrian footways, and the main Visitor Centre access routes. This crossing serves as the 
primary designated pedestrian route across the internal circulation space. 
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         Figure 1.5. Shuttle bus service at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre in Teelin, County Donegal. 

Shuttle Bus Service: 

A Shuttle Bus Service operates between the car park and the Sliabh Liag cliffs. This shuttle system forms an 
essential component of the visitor management strategy, reducing private vehicle traffic to the cliff viewing 
areas. 

  

Figure 1.6. Bus parking bays located at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre in Teelin, County Donegal. 

Lighting: 

Lighting infrastructure supports year‑round visitor operations at the Visitor Centre car park, providing 
adequate illumination for all users. Existing lighting columns are positioned throughout the car park to ensure 



Part VIII Report for Council Member Meeting                 July 2026 

Page 13 
 

safe navigation of both pedestrian routes and vehicle movements, particularly during early‑morning and 
late‑evening arrivals. 

 

      Figure 1.7. Public lighting infrastructure at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre in Teelin, County Donegal. 

Drainage: 

The drainage system serving the Visitor Centre car park comprises a surface‑water collection network 
integrated into the car park. Surface runoff is captured through regularly spaced gullies positioned around 
the parking bays. This manages rainfall effectively and prevents surface ponding, supporting safe and 
sustainable operation of the car park. 

 

Figure 1.8. Surface‑water drainage gully in the parking area at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre 
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Landscaping: 

The existing landscaping within and surrounding the Visitor Centre car park will be preserved as far as 
practicable during the creation of new parking spaces. Disruption to the current landscaped areas will be 
kept to a minimum, with construction activities carefully managed to protect existing vegetation, boundary 
treatments, and natural site features. 

3.2. Nature and Extent of the Proposed development 

Donegal County Council proposes to carry out development works within the existing Visitor Centre car park 
at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, Teelin, to facilitate the installation of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure and to optimise the current parking layout. The proposed works aim to enhance accessibility, 
upgrade supporting infrastructure, and integrate modern EV charging technologies, while ensuring minimal 
disruption to ongoing visitor operations and preserving the established character of the site. 

The works will generally comprise the following elements: 

• The proposed development involves optimising existing areas within the Visitor Centre car park to 
deliver eight newly created ZEVI‑UDG‑compliant DC charging bays, and six additional standard 
parking spaces, all achieved within the current car park footprint through targeted reconfiguration 
and use of landscaped corner island areas. 

• Installation of EV charging stations, bollards / safety pillars, and associated infrastructure, including 
the ESB substation, foundations, ducting, cabling, and protective components required to ensure 
safe and efficient operation. 

• Extension of the existing drainage system to service the newly created parking bays and EV charging 
areas, incorporating appropriate surface‑water management measures in accordance with Universal 
Design principles and EV installation requirements. 

• Any areas disturbed during construction will be fully reinstated to their existing condition, ensuring 
the car park’s natural character and landscape setting are preserved. 

• Retention and enhancement of pedestrian routes, including maintenance of the centrally located 
zebra crossing and improved pedestrian connectivity between parking areas, the Visitor Centre, and 
the shuttle‑bus boarding point. 

The proposed development is intended to deliver a high‑quality, accessible, and efficiently designed electric 
vehicle charging facility that aligns with the Donegal County Development Plan’s sustainable transport 
objectives, including the integration of land‑use and transport planning, the promotion of sustainable travel 
modes, and the reduction of carbon emissions. The proposed modifications will enhance the safety, usability, 
and operational efficiency of the Visitor Centre car park, while maintaining full compatibility with existing 
visitor‑management systems, including the shuttle‑bus service to the cliffs. 

The designs have been prepared with reference to the relevant design standards and guidance documents, 
including but not limited to: 

Title Published by 

Universal Design Guidelines (UDG) for Electrical 
Vehicle Charging Infrastructure  

Department for Transport (ZEVI) 
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TII Publications – Standard Series (DMURS, Road 
Geometry, Public Lighting, Drainage) 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 

EV Charging Infrastructure Guidelines (Electrical 
Safety & Installation Standards)  

National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) / 
ETCI 

 
3.3.  Principal Features of the Project  

DC Recharging Stations 

The preliminary design proposal for the Visitor Centre car park includes the installation of DC recharging 
stations to serve electric vehicles requiring fast/rapid charging. These chargers will operate in the 100–
200 kW range, which is suited to the typical visitor dwell times and turnover patterns at the Sliabh Liag site. 

The works will include: 

• Installation of DC fast‑charging pedestals (charging kiosks) positioned within newly designated 
Universal Design compliant parking bays. 

• Provision of manipulator units (charging cable management systems) integrated into the kiosks to 
ensure safe cable handling and prevent trip hazards. 

• Construction of reinforced concrete plinths to support the chargers and allow for cable ducting 
routes. 

• Integration of a CT metering cabinet, to house metering, protection, and switching equipment. 
• Electrical works including connection to ESB Networks infrastructure, protective earth systems, and 

compliance with Universal Design Guidelines for EV infrastructure. 
• Provision of appropriate clearances around each charger to facilitate accessible use, emergency 

access, and ongoing maintenance activities. 

Collectively, these features will deliver robust high‑speed charging capability to meet visitor needs while 
ensuring that the installation is safe, accessible, and visually integrated within the existing car park 
environment. 

AC Recharging Points  

In addition to the fast/rapid DC chargers, the scheme includes AC low‑power charging points (22 kW) to 
accommodate longer‑duration parking and to provide balanced EV service across the site. 

The proposal includes: 

• Installation of dual‑socket AC charging bollards within reallocated standard parking spaces. 
• AC charger to be  with concealed ducting for cable routing. 
• AC chargers to be installed as demountable pole‑mounted assemblies, with each unit fixed into a 

permanent ground‑installed retention socket set within a reinforced concrete foundation, allowing 
the complete charger and support pole to be removed and replaced without disturbance to the 
underlying civil or electrical infrastructure; this configuration is required to provide access to the 
adjacent wastewater treatment system. 

• Integration with the same electrical distribution backbone feeding the DC chargers, with local 
isolation switches and protection installed at each unit. 
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• Compliance with accessibility and user interface guidelines, including screen height, reach ranges, 
and bay dimensions. 

These chargers will support visitors who remain at the site longer or choose slower, more economical 
charging. 

Additional Parking Bays 

The project proposes the creation of eight new parking bays designated for EV charging along with six 
additional standard parking bays within the Visitor Centre Car Park. The key features are as follows: 

• New parking area to incorporate Universal Design Guideline compliant bays for EV charging points. 
• New standard parking spaces will be created by utilising the landscaped island areas adjacent to the 

existing parking bays, allowing additional capacity within the Visitor Centre Car Park. 
• Integration of pedestrian crossing routes, including the existing centrally located zebra crossing, 

ensuring safe access between parking bays, chargers, footways, and shuttle‑bus boarding points. 

The updated parking layout will deliver improved usability, accessibility, and safety while ensuring 
compatibility with the new EV charging infrastructure. 

EV Charging Infrastructure Components (Kiosks, Manipulators & Metering Equipment) 

The EV charging infrastructure will consist of the following principal components: 

Charging Kiosks (DC & AC) 

• Weatherproof steel or composite enclosures housing power electronics, user interface screens, 
payment modules, RFID readers, emergency stop controls, and communication systems. 

• Approximate dimensions for typical DC chargers: 700–900 mm wide, 500–700 mm deep, 1700–2100 
mm high. 

• Approximate dimensions for typical AC chargers: 250–350 mm wide, 200–250mm deep, 1300–1500 
mm high. 

• Ventilation, cooling, and protective housing specifications as per manufacturer requirements. 

Cable Management  

• Overhead or side‑mounted support systems designed to:  
o Prevent cables dragging on the ground 
o Improve accessibility 
o Reduce trip hazards 
o Extend cable life 

• Positioned to ensure compliance with Universal Design reachability standards. 

CT Metering Cabinet / ESB Metering Interface 

• Cabinet typically sized 1200 × 600 × 2300 mm depending on supplier and ESB requirements. 
• Houses CT meters, isolators, fuses, distribution switches, and telemetry equipment. 
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• Located adjacent to the charging zone but clear of pedestrian walkways and circulation paths. 
• Mounted on its own plinth with clearances for ventilation and maintenance access. 

These components collectively provide a modern, reliable, and accessible EV charging solution for the         
Visitor Centre Car Park. 

Land Acquisition  

Land acquisition is not envisaged to accommodate the extra parking spaces as they are designed within the 
existing boundary of the visitor centre. 

Shuttle Bus  

The existing bus set-down and pick‑up lane at the Visitor Centre car park, originally designed to support 
shuttle‑bus operations, has been observed to be underutilised in practice. Operational feedback indicates 
that the current set-down lane configuration is not functioning efficiently, primarily due to the narrow 
entrance and exit widths that restrict smooth manoeuvring and discourage consistent use. Accordingly, as 
part of the proposed upgrades: 
 

• New parking spaces for EV charging, will be created within the footprint of the existing set-down 
lane. 

• The planned EV charging installations and parking adjustments will ensure that the smooth flow of 
shuttle buses is fully maintained. 

 
Overall, the proposed modifications will support a reliable and efficient shuttle‑bus operation while 
accommodating the introduction of new charging facilities, thereby improving the overall functionality of the 
car park for both public transport users and private EV users. 
 
Drainage  
 
The existing drainage system serving the Visitor Centre car park will be retained and maintained, with the 
proposed works to minimise any disruption to the current network. The system will be selectively extended 
to service the newly created parking areas, ensuring effective surface‑water collection from both trafficked 
and pedestrian zones. Where required, additional gullies, channel drains, or minor surface‑gradient 
adjustments will be incorporated to manage runoff and prevent water pooling around EV charging 
equipment. All drainage measures will be designed to ensure safe, accessible, and reliable operation within 
the upgraded car park layout. 

Road markings: 

Appropriate road and parking bay markings will be provided throughout the Visitor Centre car park to clearly 
define EV charging spaces, vehicular circulation routes, and pedestrian priority areas.  

For EV‑specific bays, the ZEVI Universal Design Guidelines (UDG) will inform the layout, dimensions, 
colour‑coding, and overall presentation to ensure accessibility, clarity, and compliance with national 
EV‑charging design standards. 

Key marking elements will include: 
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EV Charging Bay Markings 

EV bays will be delineated using high visibility line markings in colours and patterns recommended under 
UDG guidance. This will include clear bay outlines, cross‑hatching where required for side‑transfer zones, EV 
charging symbols indicating their designated use, and surface colour treatments to distinguish charging 
spaces from standard parking. Markings will ensure adequate manoeuvring and access space in accordance 
with UDG accessibility requirements. 

Directional and Circulation Markings 

Arrows, lane delineation, and circulation controls will be maintained to guide vehicles safely through the 
revised car park layout and to maintain efficient shuttle‑bus movements.  

Signage: 

All existing signage within the Visitor Centre car park will be retained to preserve established wayfinding and 
traffic‑management functions. In addition, new signage will be introduced to meet the requirements for 
Electric Vehicle (EV) charging bays as outlined in the ZEVI Universal Design Guidelines (UDG). 

This will include clear and accessible EV‑specific signage identifying charging locations, charger types (AC or 
DC), and “EV Charging Only” restrictions. Signage will be positioned at appropriate heights and designed with 
suitable contrast, visibility, and legibility to ensure that all users can easily identify EV charging areas without 
confusion. 

Services: 

A new 190 kVA ESB grid connection will be installed to provide the electrical capacity required for the 
proposed EV charging infrastructure. This supply will be delivered through a dedicated ESB substation, 
located as indicated on the project drawings, and will service both the high‑power DC chargers and the AC 
charging units. All associated distribution cabling, metering, and protection equipment will be installed in full 
accordance with ESB Networks requirements to ensure a safe, reliable, and future‑proofed electrical system. 

Where necessary, minor adjustments to existing services such as the relocation of service poles, ducts, or 
other utility infrastructure will be undertaken to accommodate the upgraded EV charging bays and the 
revised parking layout.  

 Proposal Overview 

The proposed EV charging installations at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre have been developed in accordance 
with the Universal Design Guidelines (UDG) for EV Charging by ZEVI, relevant TII Standards, ESB Networks 
requirements, and applicable national electrical and accessibility regulations. The design objective is to 
provide a safe, accessible, and high‑quality EV charging facility that integrates seamlessly into the existing 
Visitor Centre car park, while maintaining efficient visitor circulation and ensuring the continued smooth 
operation of the shuttle‑bus service. 

The project includes a combination of fast DC fast‑charging units and AC chargers, servicing Universal Design 
Guideline compliant parking bays, all supported by a new 190 kVA ESB grid connection and on‑site substation. 
Key design considerations include the appropriate siting of charging units, provision of adequate clearances 
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for accessibility, integration of metering and protection cabinets, extension of drainage systems, and lighting 
to ensure safe use during all hours of operation. 

The following section outlines the minimum design requirements and dimensional considerations typically 
applied to EV charging facilities and their associated parking layouts: 

Requirement 
 

Unit 
(m) 

ZEVI- UDG 

UDG EV charging bay width m 2.4 m 
UDG EV charging bay length m 4.8 m 
Minimum side access zone for UDG EV bay m 1.2m (increasing to a minimum of 

1.5m between individual charging 
bays) 

Minimum rear access zone m 1.2 m 
Minimum front access zone m 1.2 m 
Recommended cable reach / handling envelope m Within 0.8 – 1.2m  

 
 
3.4.  List of Drawings 

The following Part VIII drawings of the proposed development are included in Appendix A (Also available as 
separate booklet). 

Drawing Title 
 

Drawing Number 

Preliminary Design - List of Drawings 100-001 
Project Location 101-001 
Proposed Site Extents 102-001 
General Arrangement (Existing) 3100-001 
General Arrangement (Proposed) 3000-001 
Charging Unit Elevations 3000-002 
Substation Details 5000-001 
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4.0 Environmental Assessment 

Screening for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) has been completed 
for the proposed EV charging bay installations at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, with full reports provided in 
Appendix B (EIA Screening) and Appendix C (AA Screening). Both screenings were undertaken independently 
of the project design team. 

The EIA Screening concludes that an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is not required, as the 
proposed development does not fall within any class of development listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001–2022 and is considered sub‑threshold. Assessment under Annex III of the 
EIA Directive further determined that the project will not result in significant environmental effects, owing 
to its limited scale, localised footprint, and minimal construction activities. 

The AA Screening similarly concludes that a Stage II Appropriate Assessment is not required. The screening 
identifies that the project is not connected with the management of any European site and will not result in 
significant adverse effects either alone or in combination with other plans or projects on the integrity, 
structure, or conservation interests of any Natura 2000 site. The works will not alter existing habitats, 
introduce new environmental pressures, or impact qualifying interests. 

Overall, the proposed development is assessed as having no real likelihood of significant environmental 
effects, and therefore neither an EIAR nor a Stage II AA is required. 
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5.0 Construction 

The construction stage for the EV charging bay installations at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre is expected to 
take approximately 10 weeks. Works will be carried by minimising disruption to visitors, maintain safe access 
throughout the site, and avoid the peak tourist season. This approach will ensure the continued operation of 
the Visitor Centre car park and the shuttle‑bus service throughout the construction period. 

Traffic and pedestrian management measures will be implemented to guide users safely around active work 
areas. These measures may include temporary walkway diversions, controlled crossing points, and partial 
closures of specific parking sections, while ensuring that the car park remains functional overall. 

It is proposed that the car park and access roads will remain open at all times during construction. This will 
be achieved through short‑duration phased works and localised traffic control where required. Access to the 
Visitor Centre, shuttle‑bus boarding area, and all essential pedestrian routes will be maintained throughout. 

The phased approach will ensure that operational impacts are kept to a minimum, visitor safety is preserved, 
and the EV charging installation is delivered efficiently within the planned programme. 
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6.0 Conclusion  

The information contained in this report, together with the accompanying drawings, outlines the nature, 
extent, and principal features of the proposed EV charging infrastructure upgrades at the Sliabh Liag Visitor 
Centre, Teelin, as required under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

The background, aims, and objectives of the project have been identified in Section 1.0, confirming the need 
for enhanced sustainable transport infrastructure to support visitors to one of Donegal’s most significant 
tourism destinations. As outlined in Section 2.0, the proposed development aligns with European, national, 
regional, and local policy frameworks, meeting AFIR targets, reduced emissions, universal accessibility, and 
improved visitor management. 

Environmental considerations associated with the works have been assessed through the completed EIA and 
AA Screening processes. These assessments conclude that the proposed development will not give rise to 
significant environmental effects, nor will it adversely impact any European or Natura 2000 sites, provided 
the works are carried out in accordance with the proposed design and standard construction best practice. 

It is therefore concluded that the proposed EV charging infrastructure will enhance the operation and 
long‑term sustainability of the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre, support Ireland’s transition to low‑carbon transport, 
and contribute positively to the proper planning and sustainable development of the Sliabh Liag area. 

Submissions or observations regarding the proposed development, relating to the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area, may be made in writing to the County Secretariat Office, Donegal 
County Council, Lifford, County Donegal, or via the “MAKE A SUBMISSION” button on the project page at 
https://consult.donegal.ie/en/browse, before the specified submission deadline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://consult.donegal.ie/en/browse?page=3
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Appendix A – PART VIII DRAWINGS 
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APPENDIX B – EIA SCREENING REPORT 
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APPENDIX C – APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING REPORT 
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APPENDIX D – PLANNING SITE NOTICE 
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