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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Requirement for Report

Greentrack Consultants have been instructed by Donegal County Council to undertake this
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report (AAsr). The aim of this screening report is to assess
whether significant effects on European Sites are likely to arise from the proposed development
individually or in-combination with other plans/projects.

1.1.1 EU Habitats Directive

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and
Wild Fauna) formed a basis for the designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s).
Similarly, Special Protection Areas are legislated for under the Birds Directive (Council Directive
79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds). Collectively, SACs and SPAs are referred to as
Natura 2000 sites. In general terms, they are considered to be of exceptionalimportance in terms
of rare, endangered or vulnerable habitats and species within the European Community. Under
Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive an Appropriate Assessment must be undertaken for any plan
or project thatis likely to have a significant effect on the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000
site. An Appropriate Assessment is an evaluation of the potential impacts of a plan or project on
the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site, and the development, where necessary, of
mitigation or avoidance measures to preclude negatives effects. The main aim of the EU Habitats
Directive is to “contribute towards ensuring biodiversity through the conservation of natural
habitats of wild fauna and flora in the European territory of the Member States to which the treaty
applies”. The Directive was originally transposed into Irish law by the European Communities
(Natural Habitat) Regulations, S1 94/1997. However, two judgments of the Court of Justice of the
EU (CJEU) - notably cases C-418/04 and C-183/05 - found that Ireland had not adequately
transposed the two Directives. Part 6 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats)
Regulations 2011-2015 is therefore relevant in dealing with the protection of flora and fauna since
the revoke of the European habitats Regulations of 1997. This consolidates the European
Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 to 2005 and the European Communities (Birds
and Natural Habitats) (Control of Recreational Activities) Regulations 2010, as well as addressing
transposition failures identified in CJEU judgments.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive states that:

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but
likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or
projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the
site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the
implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national
authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely
affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of
the general public”.

As such any project likely to have a significant effect, either individually or in combination with
other plans or projects, upon the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site must undergo an
assessment of its implications on relevant Natura 2000 sites. In order to establish whether or not
a likely significant effect will arise as a result of the implementation of a project a Screening
Assessment should be undertaken. It is therefore deemed necessary to screen the project for the
potential to result in significant negative effects to the published conservation objectives of
Natura 2000 sites. The applicant is therefore submitting this NIS to allow the consent authority,
Donegal County Council, to carry out an Appropriate Assessment on the planning application as
submitted.
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1.1.2 Stages of the Habitat Directive Assessment

Screening for Appropriate Assessment must be carried out to assess, in view of best scientific
knowledge and in view of the conservation objectives of the relevant European site(s), if the
proposed operation/activity on its own or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to
have a significant effect on the European site(s) (Regulation 42(1) of the 2011 Regulations). The
likely effects of all aspects of the operation must be considered and screened in combination
with other operations and other management activities which are completed, commenced,
permitted, or proposed and other developments that could act in combination. It must be
determined that an Appropriate Assessment is required if it cannot be excluded on the basis of
objective scientific information, following screening, that the project, alone or in combination
with other plans or projects will have a significant effect on the European site(s) (Regulation
42(6)). The precautionary principle should be applied in reaching this determination, i.e. where
there is uncertainty or a lack of data, it should not be assumed that significant effects will not
result.

The Appropriate Assessment process consists of four stages as summarised below in sequential
order. An important aspect of the process is that the outcome at each successive stage
determines whether a further stage in the process is required. Stages 1 and 2 deal with the main
requirements for assessment under Article 6(3). Stage 3 may be part of Article 6(3) or may be a
necessary precursor to Stage 4, which is the main derogation step to Article 6(4).

Appropriate Assessment | Natura Impact Statement Alternative Solutions Imperative Reasons of
Screening Overriding Public Interest

Figure 1.1: Stages of Screening (Relevant Stages Highlighted)

Stage 1 - Appropriate Assessment Screening. Screening involves an initial assessment of the
project or plan’s effect on a Natura 2000 site(s). If it cannot be concluded that there will be no
significant effect upon a Natura 2000 site, an Appropriate Assessment is required. The process
addresses and records the reasoning and conclusions in relation to the first two tests of Article
6(3):
l. whether a plan or project is directly connected to or necessary for the management of
the site, and
. whether a plan or project, alone or in combination with other plans and projects, is likely
to have significant effects on a Natura 2000 site in view of its conservation objectives.

If the effects are deemed to be significant, potentially significant, or uncertain, or if the
screening process becomes overly complicated, then the process must proceed to Stage 2
(AA). Screening should be undertaken without the inclusion of mitigation, unless potential
impacts clearly can be avoided through the modification or redesign of the plan or project, in
which case the screening process is repeated on the altered plan. The greatest level of evidence
and justification will be needed in circumstances when the process ends at screening stage on
grounds of no impact. This report provides the information necessary to enable the appropriate
authority to screen the proposed development for the requirement to prepare an Appropriate
Assessment.
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Stage 2 - Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement or NIS): The consideration of the
impact on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site(s) from the project or plan, either alone or in
combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function and its
conservation objectives. Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the
potential mitigation of those impacts.

Stage 3 - Assessment of alternative solutions: The process which examines alternative ways
of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoid adverse impacts on the integrity of the
Natura 2000 site. The process must return to Stage 2, as alternatives will require appropriate
assessment in order to proceed. Demonstrating that all reasonable alternatives have been
considered and assessed, and that the least damaging option has been selected, is necessary
to progress to Stage 4.

Stage 4 - Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts
remain: Stage 4 is the main derogation process of Article 6(4), which examines whether there are
imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) for allowing a plan or project that will have
adverse effects on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site to proceed in cases where it has been
established that no less damaging alternative solution exists. Compensatory measures must be
proposed and assessed. The Commission must be informed of the compensatory measures.
Compensatory measures must be practical, implementable, likely to succeed, proportionate
and enforceable, and they must be approved by the Minister. Each listed stage determines
whether a further stage in the process is necessary. If, for example, the conclusions at the end of
Stage One are that there will be no significant impacts on the Natura 2000 site(s), there is no
requirement to proceed further. Following on from Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive the
objective of this Natura Impact Statement is to screen for “Likely Significant Effects” and to
conclude whether or not the proposed activity is likely to result in significant adverse effects to
the integrity of any Natura 2000 sites within the zone of influence. The appraisal of adverse effects
to the integrity of these sites will be established by assessing the potential impacts the proposal
will have on the conservation objectives of said Natura 2000 sites. This report will also detail
measures that will avoid, reduce, and mitigate any such adverse effects.

1.2 Guidance Documents
This AAsrwas carried out in accordance with relevant National and European Guidance including
but not limited to:

National Guidance:
e Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning
Authorities (Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2010)

e Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning
Authorities. Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10 (NPWS, 2010)

e Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management: OPR Practice Note
PNO1 (OPR, 2021)

European Guidance:
e Communication from the Commission on the precautionary principle (European
Commission, 2000).

e European Commission, Nature and biodiversity cases — Ruling of the European Court of
Justice, Publications Office, 2006,
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e Article 6 of the Habitats Directive — Rulings of the European Court of Justice (European
Commission Final Draft September 2014)

e Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat’s Directive
92/43/EEC (European Commission, 2019).

e Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 Sites - Methodological
guidance on Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC Brussels, 28.9.2021
C (European Commission, 2021)

1.3 Statement of Authority

This AAsr has been compiled by Daniel Faulkner (BSc Environmental Science, MSc
Environmental Sustainability, ACIEEM). Daniel has been involved in all aspects of Appropriate
Assessments and Environmental Impact Assessments since 2020. He has experience
conducting habitat surveys and invasive species surveys and is involved in all aspects of GIS
application.

2 APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Approach

The function of this AAsr is to identify whether the proposal will have a likely significant effect on
the Natura 2000 sites as detailed. The nature of the likely interactions between the proposal and
the integrity of the site will depend upon:

e sensitivity of the site’s qualifying interests to potential impacts arising from the proposal

e current conservation status of the sites and

e the likely changes that will result from activities associated with the proposal, in
combination with other plans and projects.

The general approach applied in appropriate assessment is as follows:

Stage 1 Screening:
o Define the project and determine whether it is necessary for the conservation
management of Natura 2000 sites.

e Establish a Zone of Influence (ZOI) and identify Natura 2000 sites likely to be
influenced by this development.

e Review the project to determine if it has the potential to affect the Natura 2000 sites
and determine whether the Natura 2000 sites are vulnerable to the effect.

e Identify other plans or project that, in combination with this project, have the
potential to affect Natura 2000 sites.

e [f potential significant effects on Natura 2000 sites cannot be excluded at this stage,
Stage 2 appropriate assessment is required.

e |f potential significant effects on Natura 2000 sites can be excluded at this stage,
Stage 2 appropriate assessment is not required.
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Stage 2 Natura Impact Statement:

2.2

e Review the project to determine if it has the potential to affect the Natura 2000 sites
identified in AA screening.

e Identify other plans or project that, in combination with this project, have the
potential to affect Natura 2000 sites.

e Where adverse impacts are identified mitigation/compensatory measures will be
proposed to offset/reduce/avoid the magnitude of the impact.

e Residual Impacts on the identified Natura 2000 sites will be assessed.

Methodology

The methodology used for this AAsr is as follows:

The plan/project and the receiving environment were reviewed and described.

A ZOI of the plan/project was defined based on the characteristics of the proposed
plan/project and the receiving environment. This refers to the area over which the
proposed plan/project can exert effect on designated sites. Sites were identified by using
a source-pathway receptor approach. Here the European Site represents the receptor,
with the source being an aspect of the proposed plan/project such as emissions, water
discharge etc. and the pathway is a vector for transporting the source to the receptor
such as air or a watercourse. A number of additional factors must be considered when
defining the ZOI ', including:

o Any Natura 2000 sites within/adjacent the plan/project area

o Thedistance over which effects can be received: A distance of 15km is commonly
used and derives from UK guidance 2. This must be evaluated on a case-by-case
basis with reference to the nature, size and location of the project, and the
sensitivities of the ecological receptors, and the potential for in combination
effects. Natura 2000 sites that are more than 15km from the plan or project area
may be at risk of impact depending on the likely impacts of the plan or project,
and the sensitivities of the ecological receptors, bearing in mind the
precautionary principle. In the case of sites with water dependent habitats or
species, and a plan or project that could affect water quality or quantity, for
example, it may be necessary to consider the full extent of the upstream and/or
downstream catchment. In the case of certain plans/projects relating to SPA’s,
the ZOIl may be influenced by the core range of SCls. Scottish Natural Heritage
provides guidance on the core range of several SCl’s and assessing the zone of
influence °. Additional scientific literature can be used to established ranges of
species that European Sites support.

Sites within the ZOIl and connected to the proposed plan/project area by a source -
pathway — receptor chain were assessed within the context of the proposal to ascertain
whether there is a likelihood of significant adverse effects in the absence of mitigation
measures. Where any uncertainty exists, the precautionary principle was followed, and
itis assumed that uncertainty implies that adverse effects cannot be excluded.

T Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management: OPR Practice Note PNO1 (OPR, 2021)
2Treweek Environmental Consultants, Appropriate Assessment of plans, 2006

3 Scottish Natural Heritage Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPAs) Guidance, 2016
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e Cumulative impact assessment was conducted to assess the impact of the proposed
plan/project in combination with other plans/projects.

e Considering all characteristics of the plan/project, the receiving environment, and
potential in- combination a final screening determination was made to determine
whether potential adverse effects on European sites could be excluded.

e Where there was no likelihood of adverse effects the Natura 2000 site was excluded from
assessment, where there was a finding of potential adverse effects in the absence of
mitigation the Natura 2000 site was screened in for stage 2 appropriate assessment.

The methodology employed desk study and field survey work. These stages are not sequential
and occur in tandem as the assessment requires.

2.2.1 Desk Study

A desk-based analysis was conducted to obtain information on Natura 2000 sites and establish
the zone of influence of the proposed development and to identify potential source-pathway-
receptor chains to the European Sites from the area proposed for development. Furthermore,
available records of plans / projects were accessed to obtain information on potential
cumulative impacts. The following data sources were used during desk-based analysis:

e Latest boundary data for Natura 2000 sites. (Last updated 2024 for both SAC & SPA
datasets) Available from www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/designated-site-data/download-
boundary-data

e Article 17 Data. Available from www.npws.ie/maps-and-data

e NPWS Site Synopsis and Conservation Objectives, available at www.npws.ie

e Hydrological data form the EPA available from www.gis.epa.ie/GetData/Download.

e The EIA portal at www.Housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com,

e Donegal County Council Planning Portal, available at
www.donegal.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer, and
www.eplanning.ie/DonegalCC/SearchTypes

QGIS 3.28 was used to facilitate the analysis of spatial data from online sources and gathered
during baseline surveys. Furthermore, this data was used to generate several figures contained
within this report.

2.2.2 Baseline Surveys

A site visit took place on 29" of July 2025. A site walkover was conducted noting general
characteristics of the site. Site drainage characteristics were investigated. This included noting
areas of flowing water, standing water, surface water drains and direction of flow. Habitats were
classified according to ‘A Guide to Habitats in Ireland’ *. Guidance produced for phase 1 habitat
surveys in the UK informed the habitat survey °. Habitats were classified to Fossitt’s Level Three.

During the site walkover a search for Invasive Alien Species (IAS) listed under the Third Schedule
of the European Communities Regulations 2011 (as amended) was conducted.

4 ). Fossitt. (2000) A Guide to Habitats in Ireland. The Heritage Council, Dublin

5 JNCC. (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey — a Technique for Environmental Audit. Joint Nature Conservation Committee,
Peterborough.
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3 THEPROIJECT

The project is not necessary for the conservation of any Natura 2000 site.

In July 2022, the Government established a new office within the Department of Transport, Zero
Emission Vehicles Ireland (ZEVI), with remit for coordinating the provision of EV support and
grants and coordinating and steering collaborative efforts to deliver EV infrastructure. ZEVI
developed the EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025 which sets out the national
strategy for delivering an EV charging network. The national strategy has been further built upon
with the development of a National En-Route EV Charging Infrastructure Plan and a Regional and
Local EV Charging Plan.

The Regional and Local plan focuses on expanding publicly accessible EV charging in cities,
towns, villages, and destinations across the Country.

The proposal is a pilot project in conjunction with the Regional and Local EV Charging Plan and
seeks to develop 8 EV parking bays, with 4 bays to be designed in accordance with ZEVI’s
Universal Design Guidelines and 4 to be standard parking bays. This configuration will occupy
the space of twelve existing parking bays, resulting in a net loss of four bays. To offset the loss of
existing bays, it is proposed that four new standard parking bays will be provided at the site, with
these constructed within the grass verges adjacent to existing parking.

The following infrastructure configuration is proposed:
1 No. 100kW DC charger, with dual CCS sockets
1 No. 50kW DC charger, with CCS/CHA and AC sockets
2 No. 22kW AC chargers
New 190kVA grid connection

The proposed site layout is given in Figure 3.1 below.
This project can typically be divided into stages, including:

e Construction Stage
e Operational Stage

H__ 11|Page
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AA Screening Report DCC Sliabh Liag EV Charging Station July 2025

Figure 3.1: Proposed Site Layout

SIS TES oy

e A
(Drawing provided by Donegal County Council — not to scale)

3.1 Construction Stage
Minor site clearance and enabling works will occur first. This will be followed by construction
works comprising the following:

(1
(2
(3
(4
(
(

Excavation and laying of plinths/bases for the charging stations
Provision of service ducting/trenches and cabling (c. 90 m required)
Construction of wheel stops, tarmac surfacing and line marking
Installation of EV Chargers, metering pillars and connections
Installation of Signage

Commissioning

5
6

—_ = = — ~— ~—

The design and construction of the development will be in accordance with that outlined in the
‘Business-Case for EV Charging Infrastructure at Sliabh Liag Visitors Centre, Teelin, Co Donegal’
produced by Donegal County Council’s ZEVI/Fleet Decarbonisation Unit.

3.2 Operational Stage
The operational stage involves standard use of the EV charging stations. Itis envisaged that users
will plug in and then spend 2-3 hours at Sliabh Liag before returning to their vehicles.

There will be no change in surface water drainage pathways different post development from pre-
development.
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4  THE RECEIVING ENVIRONMENT

4.1 General Location

The proposed pilot project is located at the car park of the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre with an
address of Béthar Bhun Glas, Teileann, Co. Donegal, F94 W8KC. Developed and supported by
Donegal County Council, the facility provides essential amenities including a free car park, café,
immersive tourist experience, toilet facilities, and a souvenir shop.

This pilot project proposes the installation of EV charging infrastructure along with other ancillary
equipment at the existing car park. The carpark currently consists of 72 standard car parking
bays, 6 accessible parking bays and 4 coach parking bays. The visitor centre and car park operate
all year round.

The visitor centre is accessed off the local road L-1045 just through the village of Teelin. The
subject site is bounded by the L-1045 road to the south, a caravan park to west and a private

dwelling and agricultural land to the north and east.

Figure 4.1 below shows the site location in a regional context.
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4.2 Site Description

The site is approximately 0.68 ha in size and broadly square in shape. The site is in use as a visitor
centre all year round and approximately 75% of the site is dedicated to car parking. There is a
gentle slope from north to south on the site and a stormwater drainage system s in place draining
waters to the adjacent stream.
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4.3 Hydrology

River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) exist for each River Basin Districts in Ireland in
accordance with the Water Framework Directive. The EPA map viewer provides access to water
quality information at individual waterbody status for all the River Basin Districts in Ireland. The
EPA map viewer was searched on 28/07/2025 for information on the water quality surrounding
the subject site.

The site lies within the 37- Donegal Bay North Water Framework Directive (WFD) catchment, the
Glen (Carrick) WFD sub catchment and the Owenee (Carrick) River sub basin (EPA code:
IE_NW_370030500). A tributary of the Owenee (Carrick) River is culverted through the entire site
(EPA Code: IE_NW_370030500). This tributary of the Owenee (Carrick) system rises at a small
lough c. 1 km to the southwest of the site and flows northeast emptying into Teelin Bay
approximately 400 m east of the subject site. There are no other drains, ditches or watercourses
present on site. There was no lying water on the site.

Stormwater from the site is directed into the adjacent tributary of the Owenee (Carrick) River
system and flow will be eastwards to Teelin Bay. The approximate hydrological distance from the
site to Teelin Bay is 480 m and to the nearest SAC (Slieve League SAC) is a further 1.28 km. There
are no hydrological connections to any of the nearby SPAs.

Teelin Bay is described as a transitional waterbody (EPA Code: IE_NW_090_0100). The WFD
status of Teelin Bay as a transitional waterbody is assessed as ‘High’ by the EPA for the
monitoring period 2016 - 2021. Teelin Bay is not designated as a shellfish production area listed
in the Irish Shellfish Regulations (S.l. 200/1994) as amended 2009, in accordance with the
European Communities (Quality of Shellfish Waters) (Amendment) Regulations 2009.

The WFD status of the Owenee (Carrick) River as a river waterbody is assessed as ‘Poor’ by the
EPA for the monitoring period 2016 - 2021. There are no EPA monitoring points on the Owenee
(Carrick) River that are hydrologically connected to the site.

The Owenee (Carrick) River is not designated a Salmonid water under SI No 293 of 1988 - EC
(Quality of Salmonid waters) Regulations. The Owenee (Carrick) River does not contain the Annex
1 species, the freshwater pearl mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera). The site does not form part
of any Margaritifera catchment area.

The hydrological pathway to Slieve League SAC is shown in Figure 4.2 below.
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Figure 4.2: Hydrological Connection to Slieve League SAC

Owenee
¥ (carridq 4
< w7 River® -

§ =1 West Donegal Coast SPA
[ Slieve League SAC
Culverted watercourse
- WFD Waterbodies
[ Slieve League Visitor Centre
(Created using QGIS, Bing satellite imagery and datasets from the NPWS)

4.4 Baseline Surveys
4.4.1 Habitats

The site is a simple mosaic of BL3 (Buildings and artificial surfaces), GA2 (Amenity Grassland)
and BC4 (Flower beds & borders).
Photograph 4.1 shows an overview of the site taken from the entrance in the southwest corner of

the site looking northeast. Photograph 4.2 shows the location of the proposed EV charging
infrastructure.
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Photograph 4.1: Overview of Site Looking Northeast

Photograph 4.2: EV Charging infrastructure location
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AA Screening Report DCC Sliabh Liag EV Charging Station July 2025

Figure 4.3: Habitat Map

[ Subject Site
[Z71 BC4 flower beds & borders
[ GA2 amenity grassland

[ BL3 buildings and artificial surfaces
(Created using QGIS & Google satellite imagery)

4.4.2 Invasives

Awalkover terrestrial invasive species survey of the subject site was carried out on 29" July 2025.
The survey was carried out for species listed on Part 1 (plants) of the third schedule of the
European Communities (Bird and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (Sl No. 477 of 2011). The
regulations prohibit the introduction and/or dispersal of these species, and if this is caused to
occur, the party involved shall be guilty of committing an offence.

No invasive species were encountered.

[ S 17|Page
greentrack



5 NATURA 2000 SITES

5.1 Appropriate Assessment Screening
Figure 5.1 indicates the relative locations of Natura 2000 sites in relation to the subject site.

Rathlin O'Bimne
Island SAC

Rathlin O'Birne
Island SPA

West Donegal Coast SPA

Inishduff SPA

St John's
Point SAC

15 km radius
E3 SPA
71 SAC
® Subject Site

(Created using QGIS, Bing satellite imagery and NPWS datasets)

Considering the criteria outlined in Section 2, the following European Sites were assessed to
ascertained whether:

i. there is a source — pathway -receptor chain to the designated site, and they are within the
likely zone of influence of the proposed plan/project,

ii. there is potential for significant adverse effects in the absence of mitigation arising from
the proposed plan/project and that further screening is required.

Relevant Natura 2000 sites occurring within the receiving environment of the proposed
project are assessed in screening Table 5.1.
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Table 5.1:

Screening of Natura 2000 Sites and Zone of Influence of Project

Source- Considered in
Site Name / Code/ Pathway- Further
Distance QIs /SCls Receptor Chain | Screening (Y/N)
Special Areas of Conservation
Slieve League SAC Reefs [1170] Potential Y
e Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and hydrological link
Baltic coasts [1230] to the SAC
c. 770 m South Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica through
tetralix [4010] stormwater
European dry heaths [4030] drainage
Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] directed into the
Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities Owenee
of plains and of the montane to alpine (Carrick) River
levels [6430] and through
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] Teelin Bay to the
Siliceous scree of the montane to snow S . .
levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and Hydrolqglcal 0
Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110] L EAL ,'S
Calcareous rocky slopes with ?p7;)esrok>;mately
chasmophytic vegetation [8210] ’
Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic
vegetation [8220]
StJohn’s Point SAC Large shallow inlets and bays [1160] No SPR chain N
000191 Reefs [1170] . .
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and
c. 10.91 km Southeast Baltic coasts [1230]
Semi-natural dry grasslands and
scrubland facies on calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid
sites) [6210]
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae)
[6410]
Alkaline fens [7230]
Limestone pavements [8240]
Submerged or partially submerged sea
caves [8330]
Euphydryas aurinia (Marsh Fritillary) [1065]
Tursiops truncatus (Common Bottlenose
Dolphin) [1349]
Rathlin O’Birne Reefs [1170] No SPR chain N
Island SAC
000181
c. 9.01 km Northwest
s 19|Page
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Source- Considered in
Site Name / Code/ Pathway- Further
Distance Qls /SCls Receptor Chain | Screening (Y/N)
Slive Tooey/ Tormore Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and No SPR chain N
Island/ Loughros Beg Baltic coasts [1230]
Bay SAC Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-
000190 Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia
c.9.34 km maritimi) [1410]
North Embryonic shifting dunes [2110]
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with
Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120]
Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous
vegetation (grey dunes) [2130]
Decalcified fixed dunes with Empetrum
nigrum [2140]
Atlantic decalcified fixed dunes (Calluno-
Ulicetea) [2150]
Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea
(Salicion arenariae) [2170]
Humid dune slacks [2190]
Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060]
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130]
Vertigo angustior (Narrow-mouthed Whorl
Snail) [1014]
Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355]
Halichoerus grypus (Grey Seal) [1364
Special Protection Areas
West Donegal Coast Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] Potential exists Y
SPA Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] |for disturbance
004150 Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) [A018] of SClthrough
Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) [A103] construction
c. 810 m Southwest Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) [A184] stage noise.
Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188] There is o
Razorbill (Alca torda) [A200] hydrological link
Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346] |to the SPA.
Outside known
core ranges of
SCls
Inishduff SPA Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) [A018] Outside known N
core ranges of
004115 SCls
c. 7.11 km Southeast No SPR chain
Rathlin O’Birne SPA Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] |Outside known N
core ranges of
004120 SCls
c. 11.58 km Northwest No SPR chain
s 20|Page
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Table 5.1 has identified potential source-pathway-receptor links to the following Natura 2000
sites:

e Slieve League SAC
e WestDonegal Coast SPA

Considering the identified source pathway receptor chains to European Sites, the proposal will
now be considered with regard to the likelihood generating adverse impacts in the absence of
mitigation on European Sites. Table 5.2 details a screening determination matrix of identified
European Sites. The two sites are examined in the context of the proposal and a screening
determination is provided.
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Table 5.2: Stage 1 Screening Determination

Natura 2000 Site

Qualifying Interests for which the site
was selected

Conservation
Objectives

Stage 1 Screening Determination
(Can Significant Effects be excluded in the absence of mitigation?)

Special Areas of Conserv

ation

Slieve League
SAC

Site Code: 000189

e Reefs[1170]

e \Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic
and Baltic coasts [1230]

e Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
Erica tetralix [4010]

e European dry heaths [4030]
e Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060]

e Hydrophilous tall herb fringe
communities of plains and of the
montane to alpine levels [6430]

e Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130]

e Siliceous scree of the montane to
snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae
and Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110]

e Calcareous rocky slopes with
chasmophytic vegetation [8210]

e Siliceous rocky slopes with
chasmophytic vegetation [8220]

To maintain or restore

the favourable
conservation condition
of the qualifying

interests of the SAC ©

Potential effects on the SAC could arise from construction stage water
discharge entering the hydrological pathway to the SAC.

For the construction stage, excavation works may cause a temporary
disturbance of silt which could become suspended in waters which
follow identified pathways to the SAC. The pathway is c. 1.76 km, the
majority of which is through Teelin Bay. This means that any potential
contaminants would be subject to significant dilution factors.

Itis a Donegal County Council best practice policy that all contractors
adhere to ‘Guidelines on Protection of Fisheries During Construction
Works in and Adjacent to waters’ (2016). The guidelines ensure the
protection of watercourses (amongst other environmental
parameters) and is not implemented specifically to protect European
sites but as a matter of best practice. Considering the minor nature of
the project, the likely short-term duration of construction, best
practice employed and the significant distance of the hydrological
pathway and associated dilution factor, itis not likely that construction
stage water emissions will give rise to significant negative effects on
the European Site.

Operational surface water will be as pre-development and will not give
rise to significant negative effects on the SAC.

Considering the nature and scale of the proposed development and
the nature and scale of the pathway for effect to the European site,
there is no likelihood that there will be any significant effect on the
conservation interests of the SAC at any stage of development.

6 NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives: Slieve League SAC 000189. Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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Qualifying Interests for which the site

Conservation

Stage 1 Screening Determination

Natura 2000 Site was selected Objectives (Can Significant Effects be excluded in the absence of mitigation?)
Special Protection Areas
West Donegal e Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [AO09] To maintain or restore | Potential effects on the SPA could arise from noise disturbance during
Coast SPA the favourable | the construction stage.

Site code: 004150

e Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)
[A017]

e Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis)
[A018]

e Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) [A103]

e Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)
[A184]

e Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188]
e Razorbill (Alca torda) [A200]

e Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax)
[A346]

conservation status of
habitats and species of
community interest’.

The SPA is over 800m to the southwest of the site with a local road (L-
1045), over 25 local dwellings and a significant forestry plantation in
the intervening lands. The nature of the project is small scale and
plinths for the EV infrastructure are relatively small with no rock
breaking required to achieve the required foundation depths. It is
anticipated that a mini digger will be sufficient plant to complete
works. The wind rose for Donegal shows that the predominant wind
direction is from the south and west. Therefore, noise sources from
the subject site are more difficult to be heard from the southwest
where the SPA is located.

Considering the short-term and minor nature of the construction, best
practice employed, distance from the SPA, predominant wind
direction and intervening lands, it is not likely that construction stage
noise emissions will give rise to significant negative effects on the
European Site.

Operational noise will be as pre-development levels and will not give
rise to significant negative effects on the SPA.

Considering the nature and scale of the proposed development and
the nature and scale of the pathway for effect to the European site,
there is no likelihood that there will be any significant effect on the
conservation interests of the SPA at any stage of development.

7 NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives: West Donegal Coast SPA 004150. Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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5.2
5.2.1

Cumulative Impact Assessment
Review of Plans

The Donegal County Development Plan 2024 — 2030 was reviewed to cumulatively assess any
impact on European Sites in combination with the proposed development. Table 5.3 contains

this assessment.

Table 5.3: Review of Plans

Key Policy/Objective

Assessment for Cumulative
Effect on Natura 2000 sites

County Donegal Development Plan 2024 - 2030

BIO-O-1: To preserve and enhance the biodiversity of the County in
accordance with the relevant EU policies and national legislation.

BIO-P-1: To require all developments to comply with the
requirements of the EU Habitats

Directive and EU Bird Directive, including ensuring that development
proposals:

a) Do not adversely affect the integrity of any European/Natura
2000 site (i.e. Special Areas of Conservation and Special
Protection Areas) including effects on ex-situ but
functionally linked habitats, and species (e.g. Pearl Mussel)
save where a plan must be carried out forimperative reasons
of overriding public interest (IROPI)

b) Provide for the protection of animal and plant species listed
in Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive.

c) Manage features of the landscape (such as rivers,
riverbanks, field boundaries, ponds and small woods) which
are of major importance for wild fauna and flora and the
ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network.

BIO-P-2: Ensure that all developments seek to conserve/protect the
qualifying interests of Ramsar Sites, Nature Reserves, Natural
Heritage Areas (NHA), proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA), and
any species protected under the Wildlife Act save to the extent
necessary to provide for strategic infrastructure projects including
the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal.

BIO-P-3: Save to the extent necessary to provide for strategic
infrastructure projects including the TEN-T Priority Route
Improvement Project, Donegal, it is the policy of the Council to:

a) Protect, where justified, features of local biodiversity value
(e.g. hedgerows/field boundaries, trees, woodlands,
wetlands, water bodies, riverbanks and peatlands) which
make a significant contribution to the biodiversity, ecological
connectivity, and associated visual amenity and/or rural
character of the area.

b) Require, where justified, that developments otherwise
maximise the retention of and suitably integrate such
features. In this regard proposals for the removal of existing
roadside hedgerows/field boundaries for new developments
in rural areas will only be permitted in so far as is necessary
to safeguard public safety and any remaining portion of
those features identified above not so required shall be
retained.

c) Require that development proposals provide biodiversity
enhancement measures (e.g. native tree and hedgerow
planting, and nature-based water management solutions).

The draft Development plan

was comprehensively
reviewed, with particular
reference to Policies and

Objectives that relate to the
Natura 2000 network and
other natural heritage
interests.

No potential for cumulative
impacts on EU designated
sites or Annex listed protected
species were identified when
considered in conjunction
with the current proposal.

The proposed project will not
adversely affect any nationally
designated site or protected
species. No adverse water
quality impacts are predicted
to occur as a result of the
proposed development.

No policies or objectives of the
county development plan
were identified that could
potentially combine with the
proposed development to
culminate in significant effect
on European Sites.
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Key Policy/Objective

Assessment for Cumulative
Effect on Natura 2000 sites

d) Require that large-scale developments result in no net
biodiversity loss.

BIO-P-4: Ensure that any development proposals do not lead to the
introduction or spread of invasive species. Where invasive species
are present, development proposals may be required to be submit an
appropriate control and management programme.

BIO-P-5:

a) Ensure that new developments do not have a significant
adverse impact on pollinator habitat and species, including
protecting rare pollinators listed under the Wildlife Act and
maximizing the retention of pollinator friendly habitats within
development proposal where feasible.

b) Require pollinator friendly planting and management
regimes as part of planting/landscaping schemes for new
public development including green infrastructure, large
scale residential and transport development.

WES-P-8: Itis the policy of the Council to protect all waters, including
any sites on the Water Framework Directive Register of Protected
Areas, through supporting and facilitating Irish Water with its
environmental protection programme (including the Programme of
Measures contained within the relevant River Basin Management
Plan; and through the land use planning system.

5.2.2 Review of Other Projects

Asearch for projects thathave been already completed, approved but uncompleted, or proposed
(i.e., for which an application for approval or consent has been submitted) has been conducted.
A time period of 5 years was chosen. Projects in the immediate vicinity of the proposed

development were considered.

The EIA Portal was searched for any projects/plans that could combine with the proposed
development and cumulatively affect Natura 2000 sites. Local authority planning databases
were examined to cumulatively assess any impact on European Sites in combination with the

proposal.

Table 5.4 contains cumulative impact assessment of relevant Plans/projects found through

searches of the EIA portal / Local Authority Databases.
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Table 5.4: Cumulative impact with other projects

Planning
Reference

Description

Status

Assessment

Potential for
Cumulative
Effects

2050485
c.70m
southwest

(1) Demolition of part of
the existing commercial
building (2) construction of
an extension to the side
existing commercial
building which will
comprise of a shop at
ground floor level and
cafe/restaurant at first
floor level which shall also
include afire escape (2)
construction of a store
room to the rear of the
existing property including
changes to the elevations
of existing commercial
building (3)
decommissioning of
existing wastewater
treatment plant and
installation of a
wastewater treatment
system with associated
tertiary treatment by way of
Puraflo modules (4)
provision of car parking,
bus and mini bus parking
facilities including
provision of footpaths and
public lighting and (5)
erection of all signage to
the building and
advertising structure and
all ancillary site works.

Granted
July 2020

The planning authority concluded that
having regard to the nature of the
proposed development and its
location removed from any sensitive
locations or features, there is no real
likelihood of significant effects on the
environment arising from the
proposed development. The need for
environmental impact assessment
can, therefore, be excluded at
preliminary examination and a
screening determination is not
required.

N

2150484
c.65m
west

Completion of a dwelling
house, septic tank/sewage
treatment system and
associated site
development works
previously approved under
planning ref: 04/1547 -
Extension of duration of
Planning Permission to
2026

Granted
May 2021

No Screening determination was
available online

2150238
c.150m
northeast

(1) Extension to rusty
mackerel bar comprising of
kitchen & drink store, (2)
first floor seating area, (3)
13 no. Bedrooms and 1 no.
Staff room\laundry room,
(4) retaining wall replacing
existing retaining wall, (5)

Granted
August
2021

Having regard to the brownfield
nature of the site, to the upgrade of
effluent treatment, to the separation
distance to the closest Natura sites
and dispersal through marine activity,
the Planning Authority considered
that the development will not impact

[§
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Potential for
Planning Cumulative
Reference Description Status Assessment Effects
excavation & rock breaking unduly on Natura sites and that
to side & rear of existing further assessment is not required.
bar, (6) excavation &
installation of new
wastewater treatment
system, (7) extension &
alterations to existing
carparkincluding
replacement of boundary
wall, (8) beer garden
including covered shelter
with retractable roof & bi-
fold doors, (9) storage unit
& gas tank installation, (10)
associated landscaping
and ancillary works and
permission for
construction of additional
car parking to facilitate the
developmentincluding
alterations to existing car
park
2151969 Erection of a new dwelling |Granted The Planning Authority concluded N
c.170m house, proprietary January that due to the separation distances
east wastewater treatment 2022 no further assessment was
system, percolation area necessary.
and associated site works
2350794 (a) Demolition of existing Granted Having regard to the scale and nature
€. 200 m east | dwelling house due to July 2023 of the proposed development on an
defective blocks, and (b) existing brownfield site, alongside the
erection of replacement physical distances from the nearest
dwelling house with Natura 2000 site (1.1km), and no
connection to all existing known direct hydrological links, the
services and all associated Planning Authority did not consider
site development works that the proposed development
would be likely to have any significant
effect, individually or in combination
with any other plan or project, and itis
not considered that Screening for
Appropriate Assessment is required
in this instance.
In arriving at this conclusion,
consideration has been given to the
physical distance between the
subject site and the aforementioned
SPA, with no known direct
hydrological links, the presence of
several local roads separating the
subject site from the SPA and
dilutions factors.
27|Page
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5.2.3 Cumulative Impact Conclusion
The cumulative impact assessment found that project considered in combination with other
plans/projects will not culminate in effect on European Sites.

5.3 Screening Statement

Considering the location, nature and extent of the proposal, source pathway receptor chains and
the likely zone of influence for adverse effect, and in the absence of mitigation, significant effects
can be excluded on identified European Sites. Therefore, Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not
required.

6 CONCLUSION

The proposed project as detailed, either individually or in combination with other plans or
projects, will have no significant adverse effects on the integrity of any European sites. The
proposed development as described will not alter the structure or function of any Natura 2000
site or negatively impact the conservation of any qualifying interest/ special conservation interest
therein.

This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared by Greentrack Consultants
with all reasonable care, due diligence, and professional application. Greentrack have also
sought to implement the best current scientific knowledge on the potential effects this proposal
will have on the Natura 2000 network.

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of our client and unless otherwise agreed in writing by Greentrack Consultants no
other party may use, make use of or rely on the contents of this report. The report has been compiled using the resources agreed with
the client and in accordance with the scope of work agreed with the client. No liability is accepted by Greentrack Consultants for any
use of this report, other than the purpose for which it was prepared. Greentrack Consultants accepts no responsibility for any
documents orinformation supplied to Greentrack Consultants by others and no legal liability arising from the use by others of opinions
or data contained in this report. It is expressly stated that no independent verification of any documents or information supplied by
others has been made. Greentrack Consultants has used reasonable skill, care and diligence in compiling this report and no warranty
is provided as to the report’s accuracy. No part of this report may be copied or reproduced, by any means, without the written
permission of Greentrack Consultants.
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