
 

Determination in Relation to the Need for Appropriate 
Assessment of the Proposed Material Alterations 

 

Donegal County Council has prepared a Proposed Variation to the County Development 
Plan 2024-2030 (Proposed Variation No. 1). 
 
Following consideration of the Chief Executive’s Report in accordance with Section 58(12)(a) 
of the Planning and Development Act 2024 (as amended), the Elected Members of the 
Council resolved to make a modified version of Proposed Variation No. 1 and several of the 
modifications constitute material alterations of the Proposed Variation.  
 
The modifications include, inter alia, changes to the area of land zoned for certain purposes 
as well as modifications to certain settlement boundaries.  
 
The planning authority has considered, in accordance with the requirements of Part 6 of the 
Act, whether the proposed modifications that constitute material alterations would be likely to 
have significant effects on any European Site. Following said consideration, and in 
accordance with Section 58(13)(c) of the Act, the planning authority has determined that an 
Appropriate Assessment is required in respect of the proposed modifications that constitute 
material alterations of the Proposed Variation.  
 
The planning authority shall prepare a Natura Impact Report (NIR) in relation to the 
modifications that constitute material alteration of the Proposed Variation, and a period of 6 
weeks shall be required to complete said report.  
 
 
 

 
_____________________ 
G. Diamond  
Senior Executive Planner  
2nd April 2026 
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