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1 Introduction

The proposed development is located in Sliabh Liag upper carpark, Cappagh, Teelin, Co. Donegal. The
scheme will involve the expansion of an existing carpark and upgrade works to the exisitng viewing
platform.

1.1.1 Surface Water

Lough O' Muilligan is located 100m southeast of the proposed development. No water quality data is
available for this Lough as it is not assessed in the Lake Waterbody WFD assessment. Lough O' Muilligan
is drained by a small unnamed stream (IE_NW_37M620990) which flows south for 243m before
depositing into the Atlantic.

1.1.2 Groundwater

Groundwater vulnerability is a term used to represent the natural ground characteristics that determine
the ease with which infiltrating water and potential contaminants may reach groundwater in a vertical or
subvertical direction. The scheme's area has a category ‘X’ or ‘Rock at or near Surface or Karst’
groundwater vulnerability.

1.1.3 Invasive Species Records

The Wildlife Acts, 1976 and 2000, contain several provisions relating to Invasive Non-Native Species
(INNS), covering several sections and subsections of the Acts. It is prohibited, without a licence, to plant
or otherwise cause to grow in a wild state, in any place in the State, any species of flora, or the flowers,
roots, seeds or spores of invasive flora listed on the Third Schedule.

Articles 49 and 50 of the aforementioned Acts set out the legal implications associated with alien invasive
species and Schedule 3 (the Third Schedule) of the regulations lists non-native species subject to the
restrictions of Articles 49 and 50, which make it an offence to plant, disperse, allow dispersal or cause the
spread of invasive species.

No Third Schedule invasive species were found during the survey site.

1.1.4 Habitat Assessment

The proposed site of works consists mostly of ‘build ground’ (BL3) of the existing carpark, footpath and
access roadway, and viewing platform. Immediate to the existing hardstands are areas of Dry calcareous
and neutral grassland (GS1), characterised by grasses such as Crested dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus),
Quaking grass (Briza media) and forbs including Bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and Yarrow
(Achillea millefolium). Dry siliceous heath (HH1) is the primary habitat blanketing the Sliabh Liag cliff tops,
typically dominated by Ling / Common heather (Calluna vulgaris) and Bell heather (Erica cinerea) with
understorey species such as Heath wood-rush (Luzula multiflora) and Green-ribbed sedge (Carex binervis).
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2 Development Description

Failte Ireland has been allocated funding under the Shared Island Fund to provide an enhanced
viewing platform and improved visitor management at the Sliabh Liag Signature Discovery Point in
Southwest Donegal.

In parallel with the enhanced viewing platform project, Donegal County Council, in consultation with
Failte Ireland, wishes to improve parking facilities at the Sliabh Liag Cliffs and introduce better traffic
management and visitor management measures as well as provide dedicated casual trading pitches
at the site.

Figure 1: Proposed site layout
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3 EIA Screening Methodology

Screening is a process used to establish whether an EIA is required for a proposed development. There
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are several steps in the screening process.

The mandatory requirement for an EIA is generally based on the nature or scale of a proposed
development, as set out in Annex | and Il of the amended Directive. This identifies certain types and scales
of development, generally based on thresholds of scale, for which EIA is mandatory.

The European Commission (2017) have published a Guidance on Screening document (Directive
2011/92/EU as amended 2014/52/EU) which summarises the need for an EIA based on specific measures
and/or limits, according to predefined criteria such as the projects characteristics, location and/or certain
project features such as projects potential impacts.

In addition, there is sometimes a requirement for EIA 'sub-threshold' developments and, in this respect,
it may be necessary to undertake a screening exercise to assess whether the proposed development
requires the preparation of an EIAR.

A methodology was developed to formally screen the proposed development, which was based on the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) by the EPA (2002) Guidelines on the Information to be contained
in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports and the recent 2017 guidance issued by the EU. The
screening exercise is divided into a section on Mandatory EIA and another on Sub-threshold or
Discretionary EIA. In each section below a screening matrix is presented which examines the requirement
for EIA according to the criteria set out in the relevant legislation. The rationale behind the responses
within the matrix is provided at the end of each section.

The most recent guidance on Environmental Impact Assessment Screening has been provided by the
Office of the Planning Regulator (ORP) 2021 and the EPA (2022).

4 Screening Assessment

EIA legislation sets down the types of projects that may require an EIAR. Annex | defines mandatory
projects that require an EIAR and Annex Il defines projects that are assessed on the basis of set mandatory
thresholds for each of the project classes.

The EIA screening exercise initially assesses the development of Mandatory EIA using classifications
defined in the appropriate legislation. Where no mandatory requirement is concluded, screening
advances to sub-threshold development assessment, where the competent authority evaluates whether
the project is likely to significantly affect the environment, with reference to its scale, nature, location and
context.

4.1 Mandatory EIA Screening Assessment

In Ireland, the requirement for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is set out in the Planning and
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Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), which transpose EU Directive 2011/92/EU on the
assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (as amended by
Directive 2014/52/EU).

Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations identifies classes of development for which EIA
is mandatory (Part 1) and classes of development for which EIA may be required subject to specified
thresholds (Part 2).

The proposed development, which comprises upgrades to an existing car park, footpath and viewing
platform, does not fall within any class of development listed under Schedule 5, Part 1. Furthermore, the
proposed development does not correspond with any class of development under Schedule 5, Part 2 that
is subject to mandatory thresholds, such as road construction, extractive industries, energy infrastructure,
or large-scale tourism or transport projects.

Conclusion: The proposed development does not meet the mandatory requirement for an Environmental
Impact Assessment as set out in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).
Accordingly, the proposed works are considered to constitute a sub-threshold development for the
purposes of EIA.

4.2 Sub-threshold EIA Screening Assessment

Where a development is listed under Schedule 5, Part 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations but
does not exceed any applicable thresholds, a case-by-case examination is required to determine whether
the development is likely to have significant effects on the environment.

While it has been demonstrated above that the proposed development does not trigger a mandatory EIA,
it is necessary to consider whether the proposed development could be likely to have significant
environmental effects and, by extension, whether a sub-threshold EIA is required.

The proposed development is most appropriately considered under Schedule 5, Part 2, Class 10
(Infrastructure projects), which includes the construction or modification of infrastructure where no
specific thresholds apply and where the requirement for EIA is determined on a case-by-case basis, having
regard to the likelihood of significant effects on the environment.

The proposed development is small in scale, involves upgrades to existing infrastructure only, and is
confined entirely to areas of existing artificial surfaces (build ground). It does not involve the construction
of new infrastructure at scale, land take, loss of habitats of ecological value, hydrological alteration, or
any other activity likely to give rise to significant environmental effects.

Schedule 7 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) sets out the criteria for
determining whether a development is likely to have significant effects on the environment. These criteria

EIA Screening Report 7
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are transposed from Annex Il of Directive 2011/92/EU and relate to:

The characteristics of the proposed development:

e Thelocation of the proposed development, with particular regard to the environmental sensitivity

of the geographical area likely to be affected; and

e The characteristics of the potential impacts, including their magnitude, extent and duration.

This EIA screening assessment has been undertaken using the checklist provided in Environmental Impact

Assessment of Projects: Guidance on Screening (European Commission, 2017).

4.3 Characteristics of the Proposed Development

Table 1: Review of characteristics of the Proposed Development

Screening Questions

Characteristics of the
Proposed Development

Comment

Is the scale of the project
considered to be
significant?

No. The proposed development is small in scale and involves only upgrades
to existing infrastructure within areas of build-to-suit ground. It does not
involve new construction at scale, large land take, or major habitat loss. The
works are limited in area and extent, and are not likely to give rise to
significant environmental effects.

Is the size of the project
considered significant
when considered
cumulatively with other

adjacent developments?

No permitted or proposed projects were identified which in combination
with the proposed development would give rise to significant cumulative
impacts.

Will the project utilise a
significant quantity of
natural resources, in

particular land, soil,

water or biodiversity?

No. The footprint of the proposed development will occupy a small area of
0.662ha. No significant impacts to land or land area will occur.

Soil and overburden material will be excavated during works most of this
will be required as backfill. Excavation or earthworks requirements are not
considered to constitute a significant effect.

No water will be abstracted from any watercourses during the construction
or operation of this development. No significant adverse lasting impacts are

EIA Screening Report
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predicted that could trigger an EIAR.

No protected species were found within the subject site. Possible impacts
to European Designates sites was assessed in an Appropriate Assessment
Screening Report for the proposed development (FFEC, 2026). This
concluded the following:

This report concludes that the proposed development would not
significantly affect European Designated Sites and progression to a Stage Il
Appropriate Assessment is not required.

No potential impacts on the local ecology, including habitats and
designated sites, are predicted. Works will not directly impact any habitats
or species. No sensitive receptors were noted adjacent to the works that
could be impacted by disturbance or displacement.

Will the project produce
a significant quantity of
waste?

During the construction phase, normal construction waste will be
produced, segregated where possible and sent to an appropriately
permitted waste or materials recovery facility. The waste management
hierarchy will be implemented onsite, which prioritises prevention and
minimisation of waste, followed by reuse and recycling. During the
operational phase, no waste will be produced.

Will the project create a
significant amount or

type of pollution?

No significant water or air-borne pollution is envisaged. The proposed
development is not a project type that will give rise to significant emissions
or pollution.

Will the project create a
significant amount of

nuisance?

Limited disruption to local receptors (traffic and visitors) may arise during
the construction phase but this will be short-term in duration.

Will there be a risk of
major accidents?

The proposed development is not of a type that poses a risk of major
accidents, having regard to substances or technologies used. The proposed
construction works will employ best practice methodologies and be subject
to the contractor’s safety statements and risk assessments.

Will there be a risk of
natural

disasters,

Based on flood analysis data from Floodinfo.ie' no areas within the scheme

" https://www.floodinfo.ie/map/floodmaps/
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including those caused
by climate change?

are within any flooding zones.

In terms of fire risk, the proposed development will comply with all relevant
health & safety legislation. It is considered that the risk of a significant fire
occurring, affecting the proposed development and causing it to have
significant environmental effects, is limited.

Will there be a risk to
health (for
example due to water

human

contamination or air

pollution)?

There is limited potential for negative effects on human health during the
construction phase due to emissions to air, land, and water. Best
construction site practices will prevent any risk of pollution running off the
site. Small infrastructure upgrade schemes are not a recognised source of
pollution and is not an activity that falls within any thresholds requiring
Environmental Protection Agency licensing. On this basis, the potential for
negative health effects associated with the proposed development is
negligible.

Is the combination of the
above factors likely to
have significant effects
on the environment?

There are no factors above which when combined would result in any
significant effect on the environment.

4.4 Potential Impacts by EIA Topic

Table 2: Review of the location and setting of the proposed works

Topic Comment
The potential impacts of the construction phase on human beings are not
Population and | considered to be significant. During construction, there is the potential for
Human Health temporary minor impacts related to traffic and visitor inconvenience, dust and
noise. However, the work will be short-term in duration.
Biodiversity / | The lack of any sensitive habitats and/or species within the site boundary means
Species and | that the proposed development will not have any significant effects on flora and
Habitats fauna.

Land and soils

No significant impact; the development will be constructed in accordance with

best practice, environmentally sensitive methods, and environmental

EIA Screening Report
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management systems.

Water

Good construction site practices and direct avoidance and mitigation will be in
place to prevent any risk of pollution, e.g. from earthmoving works or chemicals
used in construction, such as hydrocarbons and cement-based products, running
off the site. With best practices incorporated into the design and the
construction works, the potential for significant run-off of pollutants is either
eliminated or greatly reduced, and no significant residual impacts on water are
anticipated.

Air & Climate

During construction, there is the potential for short-term minor negative impacts
related to dust to occur, however, this will be short-term in duration and limited
to the works area. Best practice construction site management will minimise
emissions.

Noise & Vibration

Potential short-term noise impacts may arise during construction activities
however this will be managed through best practice measures. No significant
impacts are anticipated.

Material Assets:

Built Environment

Possible effects include short-term interruption to existing services, and damage
to existing systems during construction. No significant impact that could trigger
the requirement for an EIAR is predicted.

Material Assets:

Transportation

There will be no significant long-term impacts on local traffic. During the
construction phase, appropriate traffic management and signage will be in place
to ensure the safety of other road users.

Waste
Management

The development will involve limited excavation works. Possible effects include
the re-use / recycle / disposal of excavated material as well as other waste
generated on-site i.e. construction and demolition waste. Any effects will be
mitigated by the implementation of best practices in construction and
demolition and operational waste management procedures.

Cultural Heritage

The proposed development will not give rise to any significant impacts on
cultural heritage.

Landscape

No significant impact. The proposed development is confined to an existing car
park, footpath and viewing platform, and will not result in any substantial
alteration to the landscape or visual character of the site. The works are minor in
scale and consistent with the surrounding environment and are not likely to

EIA Screening Report

11




@; FLYNN
@2 FURNEY

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Donegal County Council

trigger the requirement for an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

5 Conclusion

The proposed project is not a development for which an EIA is mandatory. In terms of scale, the proposed
development falls significantly below the criteria or thresholds in Schedule 5, Part 2 of the Planning and
Development Regulations that would require mandatory EIA

A sub-threshold EIA Screening exercise was carried out to determine the potential for the proposed
development to have significant environmental effects or not.

No significant negative effects on the environment have been identified during the construction or
operational phase of the proposed development. The overall conclusion of this screening exercise is
that there should be no specific requirement for a full Environmental Impact Assessment of the
proposed development.
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